
  Battle of the Books 2017   
 
The Battle of the Books is an exciting program to encourage reading. Teams 

of fifth graders read 15 books chosen by the youth librarians and answer questions in a 
quiz show format.  Each team consists of 3, 4, or 5 fifth graders and must have an adult 
coach.  Team shirts and other spirit wear are encouraged. 
  
Battle of the Books:  Saturday, March 11, 2017 at 10:00am at Scripps Middle School 

 
Award Ceremony and Author Visit: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at 6:30pm at Lake Orion High 
School auditorium featuring a Battle author.  Copies of the author’s Battle book will be 
available for purchasing that evening. 
 

Checking Out Battle Books 
 

The library will have multiple copies of each Battle book on hand.  Each player may check 
out up to two Battle books for one week beginning November 9, 2017.  On the night of 
Orientation, players are limited to just 1 book.   
 
Battle books may be renewed for one week, as long as there are no holds on that item.  
Two renewals are allowed. If the book you want is not in, either you or the librarian can 
put a hold on that book. 
 
 

How the Battle is Played 
 

 Team members sit together on the floor of the gymnasium. Pencils, answer 
sheets, and clip boards will be provided for writing the answers. 

 Each team must have an adult coach present at the Battle. 

 Coaches do not sit with their team during the Battle.  Coaches will sit in the 
stands where they can cheer their team. 

 The Battle will include at least one question about each book.  The questions 
will consist of  

o a direct quote from a character in the book,  
o a question or statement about something that happens in the book,  
o a passage taken directly  from the book,  
o or a question about something from an illustration or picture,  

 Teams will be asked to name the book and the author, the battle bookmark will 
contain the official list of acceptable answers 

 Teams will have 30 seconds to quietly discuss their answers and write the title 
and author on an answer sheet.  Answers are strictly from memory.  No notes 
or books may be used. 

 The team member who is writing the answers will write the title and the 
author on the paper provided and give the paper to the volunteer who is 
collecting the answers. 



 When the 30 seconds are up, time is called, all pencils must be put down, and 
written answers must be turned in. 

 As the answers are collected and turned in at the scorekeepers’ tables, the 
moderator will ask one team to give the answer.  Throughout the competition, 
different teams will take a turn telling an answer. 

 Any allegations of cheating must be made by a coach to a staff member before 
the start of the next round.  The matter will be taken to the head judge for a 
ruling. 
 

Scoring 
 

Correct title & correct author - 2 points 
Correct title & no author - 1 point  
Correct author & no title – 1 point 
Author and title do not match – 0 points 
All scores are based on written answers only. 
 
Official Scores will not be announced until the night of the Awards Ceremony.  You will be 
told the correct answer after each question, so you should have a rough idea about how 
your team did.  Keeping a tally of points from correct answers during the Battle is 
discouraged. 
 

Answering Questions: 
 

 Give the title of the book. If the book has a subtitle, the subtitle does not need to 
be included in the answer.  The words “A”, “An”, and “The” at the beginning of a 
title also do not count and can be left out.  Answers do not have to be spelled 
correctly, but they must be close enough so that the scorekeeper can read and 
understand the answer.   

 Both the first and the last name of the author must be included to receive a point 
for the author. 

 The Battle booklist that can be found at http://orionlibrary.org/youth/battle-of-the-
books/, and the bookmarks have the official list of acceptable answers.   

 The youth librarian is the final authority on correct or incorrect answers. 
 

Winners: 
 

The winning team will have a certificate framed and placed in the library until the next 
Battle.  There will be prizes for each member of the first, second, and third place teams.  
Everyone who participates will receive a small prize.  Awards will also be given for best 
team name, best team attire, etc.  Prizes will be presented on March 14th at 6: 30pm 
during the Awards Ceremony and Author Visit.  
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