
Battle Coaches Meeting
Now what do I do?!



Teams

 All teams must consist of 3-5 students

 Members can be any 5th grader in the community

 If 6 students want to be a team, split them into 2 

teams

 Talk to teachers to find team members

 In January, the library will help coaches connect 

with each other if teams still need to be formed

 Coaches must confirm team members and team 

name by the end of January



Responsibilities

 Help team establish a plan

 Help plan costume

 Meet with team on a regular 

basis

 Act as communication link 

between the library and 

team members

 Make sure team 

demonstrates sportsmanlike 

behavior

 Ensure that your team 

understands the rules and 

expectations

 Provide transportation to 

Battle if needed



Communication: We want to answer all 

of your questions!

The library will send out information 

through Constant Contact newsletter

Email library staff

Call library staff

Talk to library staff at the reference desk



Preparing for Battle

 Decide who will read each book

 Hold “mock” battles or “Jeopardy” style games based on 

the books

 Have students make up their own practice questions

 Coaches may want to read all of the books

 Seek to understand the characters and settings in the 

books



Suggestions from Past Coaches
 All students must memorize title and author and be able to write them down 

in 30 seconds so practice actually writing them.

 Find the summary of each book and make sure everyone knows it.

 Have the students list the main characters of each book.

 Make sure that the books are evenly spread out among the students in 

regard to difficulty level.

 Enlist the other parents to read a book or two and write down some practice 

questions.

 Know which books have overlapping concepts.

 Set up your meeting schedule.  Most teams meet once a week after the 

holidays.

 Meetings can take place at the library, local restaurants, and at students’ 

houses.  Spread the wealth.

HAVE FUN!



Encouraging 

Teams

Serve snacks at the 

meetings

Play a game before 

your meetings

Have a party after 

the Battle

Keep it fun and make 

happy memories



Question Types

 Direct quote from a character in the book (“I’ve decided to 
collect adjectives, because they don’t cost anything and they don’t 
take up any room in my pack.”)

 Question or statement about something that happens in 
the book (In which book does the main character feel guilty 
about wanting her mother to stay in the hospital?) 

 Passage taken directly from the book (“After all, many 
things seemed like magic if you didn’t understand them. 
Telegraphs that sent messages through wires! X-rays that could 
see the bones inside your hand!” )

 Question about something from an illustration or picture 
in the book (In which book will you find a map that shows 
“trash heaps” and “unknown regions”?)



Day of the Battle

What do we need to bring?

 Team members!

 Spirit of fun!

 Blanket to sit on

 Snacks in foyer/hallway during 15 minute 
break

 No drinks (coffee) or food allowed in gym

We provide all answer sheets and pencils.



Answer Sheets
Team Name

Question # ____

Title  _____________________________________________________

Author___________________________________________________



Information Form Due by January 31

Coach: First & last name

Co-Coach: First & last name

Team Name:

Team Members: First & last name

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5


