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From the Director 

Turning the page to the next chapter
By the time this goes to print, I will 
no longer be the Director of the Orion 
Township Public Library. My last day 

is August 7, 2021, after which I am moving to St. Charles 
County in Missouri to start my next chapter.

However, so many great things are coming your way for the 
fall season from the library!

We will be replacing the front entry and staff  entry doors. 
We will be adding hold lockers to the front vestibule to 
allow for 24/7 pickup of items on hold. We are working on 
a better solution for our 32–year–old roof (which leaks). We 
are going to be upgrading our online catalog to something 
new and improved. And we are planning to launch a Library 
App for your smart phone/tablet.

Are you on social media? If so, follow the Orion Library 
there, as we share all sorts of timely news on social media.

In closing, I just want to thank all of the library patrons in 
Orion Township (which includes the Village of Lake Orion) 
for your support over the past 9.5 years that I have had 
the honor of leading the eff orts to provide library services 
in your community. Your library staff  work tirelessly to 
provide amazing collections, programs, and services for all 
of you to enjoy, and I am grateful to them for all that they 
continue to do! Governed by an elected six–member board 
of trustees (who are not paid), Orion Township residents 
are well–positioned with incredible public library services. 
If you are reading this and you haven’t visited the library 
lately, you are missing out, so stop by! If you frequent the 
library, bring a friend next time.

I wish you all the very best and if you have any questions 
please contact our Interim Director, Kathleen Kwiatkowski 
at kkwiatkowski@orionlibrary.org or 248-693-3000 X412.

Karen

General Info
Notary Services available
Notary Services by appointment 
only. Contact James at 
jpugh@orionlibrary.org or at 
248–693–3000 x425.

Upcoming Library Closings
Labor Day: Sat, Sept 4, Sun, Sept 5, 
Mon, Sept 6

Staff  In–Service: Mon, Oct 11

Thanksgiving: Wed, Nov 24 (closed 
at 5 pm), Thu, Nov 25, Fri, Nov 26

For a calendar of all library events 
please visit the Events tab at 

orionlibrary.org.

Department Numbers
Adult 248–693–3001

 Outreach 248–693–3000 x411

 Teen 248–693–3000 x414

 Youth 248–693–3002

Check out our library Wishlist at orion-
library.org/library–wishlist! This web 
page lists some of the many things that 
the library would like to purchase, but 
they are beyond the scope of our budget. 
If any of the items on the list are of 
interest to you, perhaps you could donate 
to the cause. Donating is easy and can be 
done right online.

Library Blood Drive
Wed, Oct 13
10:30 am–4:30 pm
Be a Lifesaver! Donate 
Blood @ the Orion 
Library. To schedule 
an appointment, visit 
redcrossblood.org, sponsor 
code: orionlibrary. Walk–ins are also wel-
come. If you have any questions please 
contact Becky at bbolin@orionlibrary.
org or at 248-693-3000 x434.

Welcome back, Volunteers! We missed you! 
Over the summer we started to slowly bring back members of our volunteer team 
to help in limited capacities. As we go forward, we hope to be able to expand our 
volunteer opportunities again, so keep an eye out for updates. If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer, please complete our Volunteer Application on our website 
at orionlibrary.org or contact our Volunteer Engagement Specialist Lori Morris at 
lmorris@orionlibrary.org or 248–693–3000 x435.
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Library Service Updates

We've reached Phase 5!
Thank you for your patience as we work through this challenging time and all 
of its changes. As of June 28, there are no restrictions from MDHHS anymore 
which means:

• There is no capacity limit at the 
library at this time.

• Masks are not required for vac-
cinated or unvaccinated patrons, 
however, we have them available 
for anyone who would like one.

• All are encouraged to use 
hand sanitizer and wash hands 
frequently.

• Our fully vaccinated staff  will 
also have the option to work 
without a mask.

• Please do not enter the library if 
you are feeling sick.

• Small groups can now use the 
study rooms.

• Appointments are available to 
use the Makerspace equipment or 
to be trained on how to use the 
equipment.

• We are also still off ering lim-
ited Curbside Service. Please 
check the library website or call 
248–693–3000 for availability.

• As a reminder, current library 
hours are:

Monday–Thursday
9:30 am to 9 pm

Friday & Saturday
9:30 am to 5 pm

Sundays
1 pm to 5 pm 

(during the school year)

• Self–checkout is available inside 
the library and returns are 
accepted at our indoor book drop 
in addition to our outdoor book 
drops. Payments are accepted by 
our staff  in the lobby (cash, credit 
cards, and checks accepted for fi ne 
and fee payments).

• The Orion Center Branch library 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 10 am to 3 pm.

• Our meeting rooms are now 
available for public use. 
Please contact Joyce at
jbecker@orionlibrary.org or 
248-693-3000 x431.

Library Board of Trustees
The interests of the Orion 
Community are represented by an 
elected six–member Library Board 
of Trustees. The Board governs 
the library and is responsible for 
its annual operations and upkeep. 
Current trustees were re–elected 
in November 2020, and we are so 
grateful for their support!

• Mary Anne Thorndycraft, 
President

• Mary Pergeau, Vice President

• Bert Quinn, Secretary

• James Phillips, Treasurer

• James J. Abramczyk, Trustee

• Mike Luna, Trustee

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Our Library BookBike was out and about 
this summer at events throughout Lake 
Orion.
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P R O G R A M S  F O R  A L L  A G E S
All Take and Make supplies will be available on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis starting at 9:30 am on the day of the program.

Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
Mon, Oct 4
A fun contest for all ages! Pick up your pie 
pumpkin at the library on Oct 4, submit your 

design to the link provided on our events calendar by Oct 12, 
and vote on your favorite design Oct 18–22 by visiting orion-
library.org. The pumpkin with the most votes will win a gift 
card to the Yates Cider Mill Store in Lake Orion.

Halloween Escape Room
Sat, Oct 30 | Register online

Family K–5 | 10–11am | 11–12 pm

Teen | 1–2 pm

Adult | 2–3 pm

You must fi gure out all of the clues and unlock the locks before 
the monster mayhem and witches spell locks you in the room 
on All Hollow’s Eve! Each escape room and the level of diffi  -
culty is diff erent based on age. Please register for your appro-
priate age group. Escape Rooms start on the hour exactly.

International Games Day
Sat, Nov 6 | 11 am–4 pm

Join libraries across the world for a day of tabletop gaming. 
Bring your friends and family and choose 
one of over 100 board games and video 
games to play. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Reading Challenges for all ages
Adult
50 Books in 52 Weeks program
The Orion Township Public Library 
challenges adults to read 50 books in 52 
weeks in 2021. This online program will 
run the entirety of 2021, and partici-
pants will have the opportunity to win 
fun prizes all year long, depending 
on how many reading challenges you 
complete.

All 50 reading challenges are diff er-
ent. You may be asked to read a book 
that has a one–word title, read a book 
recommended by a librarian, or read a 
book based on a true story. You can also 
listen to audiobooks to complete any of 
the 50 reading challenges throughout 
the year.

If you are a child or a teen, please look 
at the other reading programs we have 
for you.

For more information about this pro-
gram and to register visit orionlibrary.
org/50–books–in–52–weeks.

Teen
75 Books Before High School
Challenging all 6–8th graders to read 75 
BOOKS BEFORE HIGH SCHOOL! Sign 
up at any time, and read at your own 
pace. Read whatever you want, when-
ever you want! There will be random 
raffl  es for books logged to receive a 
local business gift card, and when you 
reach 37 books you receive a free book 
of your choice. For the courageous who 
complete all 75 books before you start 
high school, you win a grand prize High 
School Survival Kit, full of supplies to 
get you ready for high school. Please 
register by signing up on orionlibrary.
org/teens/75–books.

100 Books Before Graduation
Challenging all high school students 
in grades 9–12 to read 100 BOOKS 
BEFORE GRADUATION! There will 
be random raffl  es for books logged to 
receive a local business gift card, and 
when you reach 50 books you receive 
a free book of your choice. For the 
courageous who complete all 100 books 
before graduation, you win a grand 
prize After School Survival Kit, full 
of supplies to get you ready for your 
post high school years. Please register 
by signing up on orionlibrary.org/
teens/100–books.

Youth
1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
and 500 Books By 5th Grade
Do you want your child to love read-
ing? We have two great programs that 
help children become lifelong readers! 
The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
Program encourages parents and 

Save the Date
Winter 
Workshop
Save the Date for 
our annual Winter 
Workshop scheduled 
for Sat, Dec 11! We will have festive fun for all ages. 
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A D U LT  S E R V I C E S
All Take and Make supplies will be available on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis starting at 9:30 am on the day of the program.

MAKERSPACE

ION USB Turntable/Vinyl Archiver
It’s been a long time since vinyl records have been the preferred medium for music. 
8–tracks, cassettes, CD’s, mp3’s, and streaming music have come and gone over the 
years, but 45 RPM records have made a strong comeback with collectors and music 
afi cionados. A generous patron recently donated an ION Vinyl Record Archiver to 
the library’s makerspace. With easy–to–use software, this machine digitizes and 
preserves records in real time. Our makerspace also has software to edit sound fi les 
and save them in a variety of formats. Coupled with our cassette converter, you can 
preserve your entire audio collection in any number of ways. Check out orionlibrary.
org/makerspace for more information about media conversion in the makerspace 
and other creative technology.

All Ages Makerspace
Sat, Sept 11 | 1:30–4 pm

Come experiment with a variety 
of creative and technology proj-
ects including Sphero, Glowforge, 
Little Bits, Lego, 3–D printing, 
and more!

3–D Printed 
Cookie Cutters
Sat, Sept 25
2 pm and 3:30 pm

Using Tinkercad, learn to 
design and print your own 
customized cookie cutters.

Glowforge: Engraved Slate 
Coasters
Sat, Nov 20
2 pm and 3:30 pm

Get a head start on hol-
iday gifts by learning to 
make a custom engraved 
slate coaster.

Makerspace Offi  ce Hours
Thursdays | Sept 23, Oct 7, Nov 11
6–8 pm

Interested in learning about makerspace 
equipment? Have a question? Need some 
guidance or inspiration for your project? 
Drop in and meet with our makerspace 
librarian and start creating.

Writer’s Workshop
Wednesdays | Sept 8, Oct 13, 
Nov 10 | 7 pm

Meet the second Wednesday of each 
month and connect with a group of like–
minded writers to learn from each other, 
share ideas, and practice your writing 
skills.

Take and Make:
Solar Printing
Sun, Sept 12

Pick up this kit for all of the 
supplies to make a botanical–

inspired solar print.

Maximizing Social Security 
Learning Lunch
Mon, Sept 13 | 1 pm | Register online

Social Security claiming strategies 
can vary dramatically, and claiming 
Social Security at the wrong age can 
aff ect your lifetime benefi ts. Learn 
more at this group presentation hosted 
by local retirement specialist, Oliver 
Lee. This educational event will cover 
the basics of Social Security and reveal 
the latest strategies for maximizing your 
benefi ts. A light lunch will be provided.

Orion Historical Society 
Mondays | Sept 13, Oct 4, Nov 8 | 7 pm
Come to an OHS meeting to learn about 
our township’s history and work on proj-
ects to preserve the past. Newcomers are 
always welcome!

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group
Tuesdays | Sept 14, Oct 12, Nov 9
10:30 am

This monthly support group for individ-
uals who care for those with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other related dementia is led 
by a trained facilitator and sponsored by 
the Alzheimer’s Association Michigan 
Chapter.

caregivers to provide positive, literacy 
enriched experiences by reading 
aloud to their children regularly. The 
500 Books by 5th grade encourages 
children to begin and continue to read 
independently throughout elementary 
school. By encouraging reading for 
fun, we are helping to develop strong 
reading skills that last, and also 
fostering a lifelong desire to continue 
to learn. Register your child today on 
our website and start tracking every 
book they read or listen to. 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten partici-
pants earn prizes for every 100 books 
that are logged, and 500 Books by 5th 
Grade participants earn prizes for 
every 50 books logged. Drop by the 
library to pick up all your prizes at the 
Youth Services desk.

Drop in and meet with our makerspace 
librarian and start creating.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group
Tuesdays | Sept 14, Oct 12, Nov 9
10:30 am

This monthly support group for individ-
uals who care for those with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other related dementia is led 
by a trained facilitator and sponsored by 
the Alzheimer’s Association Michigan 
Chapter.

Take and Make:
Solar Printing
Sun, Sept 12

inspired solar print.

Social Security at the wrong age can Many of our programs are 
sponsored by the Friends 

of the Orion Library
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Michigan Works @ 
Your Library
Tuesdays | Sept 14, Oct 12, Nov 9
9:30 am–12:30 pm

Drop in and Oakland County Michigan 
Works will assist you with upcoming 
workshops, youth and adult programs, 
resume ideas, job searches, interview 
skills and more. They can point you in 
the right direction for inquiries about 
local resources, Department of Health & 
Human Services and much more.

North Oakland Genealogical 
Society (NOGS)
Thursdays | Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18
7 pm

Anyone with an interest in genealogy and 
family history research is encouraged to 
attend!

Vintage Book Preservation 
with the Tessmer Book 
Bindery
Thu, Oct 14 | 7 pm

Join Colleen Dickey of the Tessmer Book 
Bindery as she shares the tools, tech-
niques, and tricks of the trade of book 
binding and preservation. The Tessmer 
Bindery repairs and restores rare books 
as well as binding new custom books for 
groups like the Detroit Athletic Club, the 
Mexican Consulate, and even individual 
genealogy projects.

Local History Chat
Mon, Oct 18 | 7 pm

Presented by the Orion Historical 
Society, stop by, learn about the history 
of Lake Orion, and share your personal 
stories about historic homes and loca-
tions in the community.

Oat Soda: What is Craft 
Beer? 
Mon, Oct 25 | 7 pm | Register online

Join us at local restaurant Oat Soda, 197 
S Broadway St, for 
this fun and educa-
tional program! From 
ABVs to IPAs, all 
aspects of craft beer 
will be discussed, 
including the history 

of craft beer, the brewing process, and 
the many diff erent categories and fl a-
vors. Owner Jason Peltier will emphasize 
Michigan craft beers, as well as import-
ant breweries from all over the country 

and world. Snacks will 
be provided. As Jason 
explains the diff erent 
beers, samples will be 
available to purchase 
for those 21 and over.

Book Discu� i� s
New members are always welcome to our book discussions!

Book Bunch Book Club
1 pm | Orion Center

Wed, Sept 8: The Giver of 
Stars by Jojo Moyes

Wed, Oct 13: This Tender 
Land by William Kent 
Krueger

Wed, 
Nov 10: Women of the 
Copper Country by 
Mary Doria Russell

Thursday 
Afternoon Book Club
1 pm | James Ingram Room

Thu, Sept 16: Shadow and Bone
by Leigh Bardugo

Thu, Oct 21: The Sanatorium
by Sarah Pearse

Thu, Nov 18: The 7 /12 Deaths of 
Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart Turton

Monday Evening Book 
Discussion
7 pm | James Ingram 
Room

Mon, Sept 20: The Giver 
of Stars by Jojo Moyes

Mon, Oct 18: The Push
by Ashley Audrain

Mon, Nov 15: Women of the Copper 
Country by Mary Doria Russell

Dine, Drink & Discuss
7 pm | Johnny Black’s Lakehouse in 
Downtown Lake Orion, 21 W Flint St

Mon, Sept 27: The Lost Apothecary
by Sarah Penner

Mon, Oct 25: The 
Midnight Library
by Matt Haig

Mon, Nov 22: 
Instructions for Dancing
by Nicola Yoon

Cook the Book
Thurs, Sept 30 | 7 pm

The Art of Simple Food
or The Art of Simple 
Food II by Alice 
Waters

You select and pre-
pare a recipe from the 
cookbook chosen, and 
we meet to sample and 

discuss recipes from that month’s 
cookbook! Please either put on hold 
or inter–loan your own copy of the 
cookbook for each meeting; call 
248–693–3001 if you need assis-
tance acquiring a cookbook.

pare a recipe from the 
cookbook chosen, and 
we meet to sample and 

discuss recipes from that month’s 
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Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Take and Make: Yarn 
Banners
Sat, Oct 30

You will fi nd all the supplies 
and instructions to create 
a unique and colorful yarn 
banner wall hanging in this 
take home kit.

Lost Restaurants of Detroit
Wed, Nov 3 | 7 pm

The library is excited to welcome Detroit 
author Paul Vachon for a presentation 
about the lost restaurants of Detroit 
which is based on his book by the same 
name. This presentation will share 
the stories behind some of Detroit’s 
storied eateries including Carl’s Chop 
House, Little Harry’s, and Topinka’s. 
He will also share information about a few existing bistros 
and watering holes. After the presentation, Paul will stick 
around to sign and sell copies of any of his six published titles 
including his new book, Becoming the Motor City: A Timeline of 
Detroit's Auto Industry.

Starbucks Coff ee Tastings
Sat, Nov 6 | 10:30 am | Traditional Coff ees

Sat, Nov 13 | 10:30 am | Holiday Coff ees

Join us at the Starbucks at 590 S Lapeer Rd to learn about 
coff ee from Starbucks baristas. Taste a variety of Starbucks 
coff ee, get recommendations for food pairings, and learn about 
the diff erent roasting and brewing processes.

Big Chief Chorus Barbershop Concert
Sun, Nov 14 | 2 pm

The Pontiac–Waterford Big Chief Chorus is an 
organization of men that has been sharing the 
joy of song throughout the Oakland County 
area since 1943. Bring the whole family 

to enjoy their unique barbershop 
style harmony!

Gemstone Charm Bracelets
Wed, Nov 17 | 7 pm | Register online

Learn about diff erent semi–precious gemstones, 
crystals, and minerals and create a unique charm 
bracelet out of the stone of your choice.

The Pontiac–Waterford Big Chief Chorus is an 

O U T R E A C H
Orion Center Library Branch
For a slower pace and a smaller venue, the Orion Center 
Library Branch caters especially to senior citizens and 
is located in the Orion Center at 1335 Joslyn Rd. Large 
print books, audiobooks, movies, put and take paperbacks, 
puzzles, and magazines are available for all. There are also 
computers and a printer available.

English Language Learning 
Conversation Group (ELL)
Wednesdays | 10:30 am | No meeting Oct 20 or Nov 24

The group is open to all who wish to practice their English 
language skills in a relaxed and informal setting. The topics 
vary widely, and it is a great learning experience as well as 
an opportunity to meet people.

Special Needs Adult Programming 
(SNAP)
Wed, Nov 3 | 12:30 pm
Adults with special needs and their caregivers can join us 
for stories, songs, movement and activities.

Home Delivery Services & 
Books by Mail
If you or someone you know lives in Orion Township and 
is unable to physically visit the library (even short term) let 
us know. We off er delivery services for books, audiobooks 
and music—give us specifi c titles or let us know what you 
like and we can introduce you to new authors. We have 
also started a new ‘Books by Mail’ program for homebound 
patrons; your books will be delivered and returned by the 
United States Postal Service if you qualify. Call 
248–693–3000 x441 for more information.

OTPL Little Free Libraries
Our Little Libraries are spread all over the Orion 

community; on trails, at parks, and downtown Lake 
Orion. Little Libraries are stocked with books 

available for you to take and read; bring them 
back when you’re done or add some more great 

books to share with others. Our Little Libraries 
provide a great way to grab a quick book to read 
when you can’t make it all the way to the library, 
and are fun opportunities for children to discover 
books! A list of Little Library locations can be found 
at orionlibrary.org/locations.

joy of song throughout the Oakland County 
area since 1943. Bring the whole family 

Our Little Libraries are spread all over the Orion 
community; on trails, at parks, and downtown Lake 

Orion. Little Libraries are stocked with books 

books to share with others. Our Little Libraries 
provide a great way to grab a quick book to read 
when you can’t make it all the way to the library, 
and are fun opportunities for children to discover 
books! A list of Little Library locations can be found 
at 
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J U S T  F O R  T E E N S
All Take and Make supplies will be 

available on a fi rst come, fi rst served 
basis starting at 9:30 am on the day of 

the program.

Teen Tuesday
Tuesdays | 6:30–8 pm

Teen Tuesday 
is a casual 
hang–out for 
teens who 
enjoy anything from anime, comics, 
video games, board and card games, 
D&D, crazy YouTube clips, crafts and 
more! If you’re looking for something to 
do with some friends, crash with us for 
a bit. Snacks always provided and new 
faces always welcome!

SAT/ACT Prep Class
Mon, Sep 13
6:30–8 pm

Parents and students, 
get ready for test day! 
If it's your turn to 
take the SAT or ACT, 
let the Orion Library 

guide you in preparation with tips and 
techniques from Carson Academic 
Consultants. Karen Carson will provide 
strategies for improving test taking 
skills and reviewing required knowledge. 
This class is recommended for both 
students and parents to attend. Bring 
your questions, and Karen will provide 
the answers!

Take and 
Make: 
Comic Book 
Magnets
Sat, Sep 18

Jazz up your locker, 
room, whiteboard 
or refrigerator with 
pebble glass and 
pop bottle magnets 
in your favorite comic book artwork!

Get Lit: Autumn 
Subscription Box
September| Register by Sept 15
Grades 7-12
Register for your own subscription 
box which contains a checked out 
library book hand-selected for you, a 
packaged snack, STEAM activity, and 
novelties pertaining to that month’s 
theme. Funding is provided in part by 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services through the Library of 
Michigan.

Ring of Steel: S.H.I.E.L.D. 
Combat Training
Sat, Nov 20 | 2–4 pm

Captain America, the Winter Soldier, 
and combat specialists prepare 
S.H.I.E.L.D operatives for the Avengers' 
next enemies—Hydra, Chitauri, Thanos, 
or even your average supervillain. This 
stage combat panel covers hand–to–
hand, movement, weapon disarms, and 
everything you need to help save the 
world! Join Ring of Steel: Action Theater 
and Stunt Troupe, at the Orion Library 
as they prepare you for the next enemy.

Teen Taste Test Challenge 
Sat, Nov 27 | 2–3 pm
Do you know how many diff erent fl avors 
there are of Oreo cookies? You think 
you know all the Oreo fl avors by taste 
alone? If you’re up for the challenge, test 
your taste buds with ‘America's Favorite 
Cookie!’

Think Link After 
School is back!
This is a program special to 
middle school students looking 
for something to do after school. 
Select Mondays per month during 
the school year, the Orion Library 
and the Lake Orion Community 
Schools have teamed up to provide 
a fun and easy way for middle 
school students to hang out with 
their friends, meet students from 
the other middle schools, and have 
a safe place to socialize. When 
the bell rings, a bus will drop off  
registered students at the library 
where students can socialize, study 
or play video games. The Teen 
Librarian is awaiting the students 
with snacks and either a planned 
activity, an outside vendor coming 
in for a STEM program, or just 
a lazy day playing board games. 
Special registration is required 
through your student’s middle 
school. Middle school secretaries 
will hand out permission slips to 
be fi lled out a couple weeks before 
each date, and slips are to be 
turned back in to each school sec-
retary. We are so excited to start 
this program back up, and cannot 
wait to meet our new middle 
school students! Any questions, 
please contact the Teen Librarian, 
Sabrina Halsey at shalsey@orion-
library.org.

Mondays | Oct 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, 
Nov 22 | 3–5 pm
LOCS 6th–8th graders | Register

Students can socialize, study, use 
the library, and participate in the 
day’s planned activity like art proj-
ects, board games, video games, 
makerspace projects and more!

Teen Tuesday
Tuesdays | 6:30–8 pm

enjoy anything from anime, comics, 
video games, board and card games, 
D&D, crazy YouTube clips, crafts and 

Many of our programs are 
sponsored by the Friends 

of the Orion Library
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Y O U T H  S E R V I C E S
If schools are closed due to inclement weather, youth library programs are canceled.

All Take and Make supplies will be available on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis
 starting at 9:30 am on the day of the program.

Ring Me a Story
Do you want to hear a good joke or story? If so, call Youth 
Services at 248–693–3002 and we will read you a recorded 
story, tell you a joke, recite a rhyme, or regale you with a fairy/
folk tale. This is a great way to put down the screens and 
engage your imagination as our youth staff  share some great 
stories, folktales, rhymes, and jokes. Listening without the 
pictures gives you the chance to create the setting and charac-
ters in your mind. After you listen, you can compare as a family 
what you imagined and what you saw. Later you can check out 
the book and see how the illustrator imagined the story. You 
can call any time of day! New stories, jokes, and fairy tales 
every week.

Bright by Text
Children don’t come with 
instructions, and we’re here to 
help! Bright by Text is a texting 
service that provides parents and 
caregivers of children ages 0–8 with fun 
and informative text messages about child 
development. Messages are targeted to your child’s age and 
have information on development, language and early literacy, 
health and safety, behavioral tips, social–emotional wellbeing, 
and more. Also included are links to games and activities, as 
well as information about upcoming library events and weekly 
information about local community fun and resources. To sign 
up for Bright by Text, simply text FAMILYPLACE to 274448.

Sensory Kits
In early 2020, the library was awarded an LSTA grant to 
purchase Sensory Kits for a more welcoming environment for 
patrons with special needs. What is a Sensory Kit? A sensory 
kit holds a variety of sensory tools that can be used to both 
calm and stimulate sensory systems. These tools can help 

improve concentration and 
attention to tasks. The fi rst kit 
is located in the Youth Area and 
contains objects such as a wobbly 

cushion, visual timers, noise–canceling headphones, fi dgets, 
and more. These kits are available for patrons to use while 
they are visiting the library, allowing a welcome space for all 
types of library patrons. Other sensory kits will be available 

throughout the library soon. This project 
is funded in part with a Library Services 
and Technology Act grant from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
administered by the Library of Michigan.

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

5th Grade 
Ba� le of the Books 

Battle of the Books, our yearly reading competition for 
local Lake Orion 5th graders was at risk of cancellation 
last year because of the COVID–19 pandemic. Luckily, 
the creativity of our youth department brought us a 
highly successful virtual Battle. In the end, over 80 
students participated on 27 diff erent teams for a unique 
experience last year that was defi nitely like no other. We 
implemented new challenges to make the competition 
more interactive while still remaining virtual, including 
team costume videos and online video debates about 
Battle books! 

The youth department found that 
students loved participating in 
these virtual video challenges, so 
we plan to incorporate them into 
Battles to come. So mark your cal-
endars, 5th grade families, because 
Battle is coming back in 2022 
better than ever, kicking off  in early 
November and culminating in early March 2022 with our 
IN PERSON Battle and Finale Party! This competition 
promotes reading for fun and is a great way to practice 
much needed literacy skills for students.

5th Grade Battle of the Books Kickoff 
Thu, Nov 4 | 5:30 pm and 7 pm | 5th Grade

Register for Battle of the Books 2022 and fi nd out more 
information including how to form teams, who can 
mentor, new 2022 activities and more. Our 2022 fea-
tured author will also be revealed!

and informative text messages about child 

service that provides parents and 
caregivers of children ages 0–8 with 
and informative text messages about child 

service that provides parents and 
caregivers of children ages 0–8 with fun 
and informative text messages about child 

Many of our programs are 
sponsored by the Friends 

of the Orion Library
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FAMILY PROGR AMS

Fall Fun Scavenger Hunt
September

Drop in any time in September to participate in one 
of our kid–favorite scavenger hunts! Pick up a sheet at 
the Youth Services desk and fi nd the characters hidden 
throughout the Youth department. Participants will earn 
a small prize for completing the scavenger hunt.

Outside: Pirate Treasure Hunt
Sun, Sep 19 | 1–4:30 pm | All ages

Shiver me timbers, it’s Talk like a Pirate Day! Stop by the 
Youth Services desk for ye treasure map and solve clues 
to fi nd a Pirate’s Booty.

OpenSpot Theatre
Sun, Oct 17 | 2 pm
Families, K–5

Join us for a fun workshop with OpenSpot Theatre! 
Children of all ages and abilities will learn about theatre, 
including singing, acting, and dancing through theatre 
games and activities, and put on a live performance for 
family and friends!

Take and Make: Create 
with Your Crew
Sat, Oct 23 | All Ages

Get your crew together and make 
a silhouette town all your own.

Bad Art Night
Tue, Nov 16 | 6:30 pm | All ages

This night is about all of us who don’t 
have an artistic interest. Come and 
create an awful piece of art. No rules 
(besides not trashing the library), but lots 
of fun materials to use.

BABY,  TODDLER,  AND 
PRESCHOOL PROGR AMS

SENSEsational Storytime
Fridays | Sep 10, Oct 8, Nov 12 | 11 am | All ages

A welcoming, interactive environment designed for children 
with special needs and sensory seeking kids.

Bounce and Boogie
Saturdays | Sep 11, Oct 2, Nov 13 | 11 am | Ages 0–5

Join us as we dance, groove, jump, and move to our favorite 
songs and rhymes! Oct 2 is a special Sesame Street edition!

Little Lit
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays | Sep 13–Oct 6, 
Oct 18–Nov 17 | 10 am, 11 am | Ages 0–5 | Limit 20

Children ages 0–5 and their families are invited for stories, 
songs, and activities that promote the fi ve staple early literacy 
practices: reading, writing, singing, talking, and playing!

Take and Make: Fall Frenzy
Tue, Sep 14 | Ages 3–5

Get in the autumn spirit with seasonal crafts and learning 
activities.

New Parent Social Hour
Fridays | Sep 17, Oct 15, Nov 5 | 10 am | Ages 0–18 months

Join other local parents for an hour of socializing. You may 
even learn a few early literacy tips and parenting strate-
gies while you’re here! Babies and children welcome and 
encouraged.

Outside: Pete the Cat Button Hunt
Sat, Sep 18 | 10 am | Ages 3–5

Enjoy some Pete the Cat stories and then help Pete 
fi nd his missing buttons.

Outside: Sesame Street Fair
Sat, Oct 2 | 10 am | Families

Join us on the library lawn for some fun Sesame Street themed 
activities and games, including a spe-
cial Sesame Street edition of Bounce 
and Boogie at 11 am.

All Aboard for Train Fun
Tue, Oct 12 | 10 am | Ages 3–5

Get your engineer hat on and join us aboard the Library 
Express. We will have fun train stories, songs, and activities.

gies while you’re here! Babies and children welcome and 

 Pete the Cat Button Hunt

Enjoy some Pete the Cat stories and then help Pete 

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Get Lit: Autumn Subscription Box
September | Register by Sept 15 | Grades 3-6
Register for your own subscription box which contains a 
checked out library book hand-selected for you, a packaged 
snack, STEAM activity, and novelties pertaining to that 
month’s theme. Funding is provided in part by the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services through the Library of 
Michigan.
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Take and Make: Monster 
Tissue Boxes
Sat, Oct 16 | Ages 0–5

Just in time for Halloween! Create fun 
and creepy monsters with this take and 
make project!

Halloween Storytime
Fri, Oct 29 | 10 am | Ages 0–5

Join all of your favorite youth librar-
ians in costume as they lead you in 
a Halloween themed storytime with 
music, dancing, stories, and fun. A cos-
tume parade through the library follows 
this fun fi lled event!

Take and Make: Building 
Motor Skills
Thu, Nov 11 | Ages 3–5

Help your preschooler work on their 
motor skills with these fun activities!

Sleepy Storytime and 
Stuff ed Animal Sleepover
Mon, Nov 15 | 6:30 pm | Ages 0–5

Bring your blanky and stuff ed animal 
for a warm and cozy pajama storytime! 
Then your stuff ed animals get to have a 
slumber party at the library!

Press Here…No, Don’t 
Touch the Button a Fun 
Interactive Storytime
Tue, Nov 23 | 10 am | Ages 3–5

Hear some great interactive stories and 
then make an interactive story book of 
your own.

SCHOOL AGE 
PROGR AMS

Take and Make: Tiny Art 
Show
Sat, Sep 18 | Gr K–5

Come and pick up a mini–canvas and 
some clay to create your own unique 
work of art. Return your masterpiece 
to the library by Oct 1 to be displayed 
in our youth showcase for the month of 
October.

Take and Make: Play with 
Your Food
Sat, Oct 9 | Gr K–5

Edible slime, candy bracelets, and other 
food–related crafts make it okay to play 
with your food!

Creepy Concoctions
Sat, Oct 30 | 2 pm and 3 pm | Gr 3–5
Register online

Create some delicious and spooky treats 
to scare up some fun at your house. 
Registration is required.

Take and Make: Break in 
Bags
Sat, Nov 6 | Gr 3–5

Use your detective and puzzle solving 
skills to break into this goodie bag.

Cake Day Creations
Sat, Nov 27 | 11 am | K–5

Celebrate National Cake Day with cake–
themed crafts and a delicious cupcake to 
decorate.

FRIENDS 

Fall Used
Book Sale
Tue, Sept 21

10 AM–8:30 PM
Friends of the Library Member 

Day & Teacher Day
(Membership will be available 

for purchase at the door)
Open to the Public 

4:30–8:30 pm

Wed, Sept 22 & 
Thu, Sept 23

10 AM–8:30 PM
Open to the Public

Fri, Sept 24
10 AM–4:30 PM
Open to the Public
1/2 off  books day

Sat, Sept 25
9:30 AM–1:30 PM

Open to the Public
$5 bag day

(fi ll a bag supplied by the 
Friends for $5)

Announcing our 2021–23 
Board of Directors
Elections were held at the Friends 
annual meeting on April 13. The 
following individuals will be serving 
their elected and/or appointed posi-
tion for a 2–year term which began 
May 1.

Don Walker, President

Michelle Jerome, Vice President 
& Membership Chair

Carla Tousley, Treasurer

Shae Smith, Secretary

Dale Bell, Book Sale Chair

Mary Duenow, Fundraising Chair
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F R I E N D S  O F  T H E
O R I O N  T O W N S H I P  L I B R A R Y

248–693–3000 x470 � friends@orionlibrary.org � orionlibrary.org/friends
Stay up to date on book sales and donation protocol at orionlibrary.org/friends.

Follow us! /Friends of Orion Township Library

Friends Holiday Silent Auction
The Friends will be hosting its annual Holiday Silent Auction 
at the Orion Township Public Library from Monday, November 

1 through Saturday, 
November, 20, 2021. 
Items will be displayed 
in the Friends Reading 
Room with bid sheets 
throughout the three 
week silent auction.

“Our holiday silent 
auction is a key fund-
raiser that helps the 
Friends support library 
programs,” said Mary 
Duenow, fundraising 
chairperson for the 
Friends. “It’s a great 

way for library patrons to start their holiday shopping and at 
the same time help raise critical funds for the library.”

Winning bidders will be contacted by phone and may pay with 
cash, check or credit card at the library service desk beginning 
at 4 pm on Saturday, November 20 once bidding closes. Baskets 
must be claimed by Friday, December 3. There is no admission 
fee to the Friends Holiday Silent Auction.

“We presented more than 70 baskets for bidding at our 2019 
holiday auction,” said Duenow. “We are so thankful for our 
local businesses, patrons and Friends who so generously give 
and partner with us to help us help the library.”

If you have an item, basket or service to donate to the Friends 
Holiday Silent Auction, please contact the Friends at 248–693–
3000 x470 or friends@orionlibrary.org. Donations should be 
delivered to the library by Friday, October 15.

Five ways to help the Friends 
help the Library
1. Become a Friends Member
Join the Friends of the Library! Senior memberships are $5, 
individuals $10 and families $20. Stop by the service desk at 
the library or visit our website to join.

2. Get Involved
Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity? The Friends are 
always looking for help on our board, committees and events. 
It’s a great way to meet new people, pitch in and also have some 
fun. If you, your family or service groups have an interest, 
please reach out to the Friends at friends@orionlibrary.org.

3. Show Your Support with Friends Merchandise
Proceeds from ‘Friends’ merchandise support the funding of 
library programming. Samples are on display at the library’s 
front desk. Book Bags $2—$15.

4. Designate the Friends for Amazon 
Smile & Kroger Rewards
Designate the Friends of the Orion Township 
Library as your designated charity for Amazon 
Smile and Kroger Rewards. It’s a great 
way to support the library through 
your everyday shopping!

5. Make a Donation
If you’re looking for an organization to support with your 
charitable contributions, consider supporting the Friends with 
fi nancial contributions or items we can use for our holiday 
basket auctions.

About the Friends
The Friends are a 501(c)3 nonprofi t organization that was started in 1985 “to promote public support of the Orion Township Public 
Library and the library in the community, to promote reading, literacy and lifelong learning, and to maintain an association of persons 
interested in the library.” Friends act in cooperation with the library board and staff , serving as a liaison between the community and 
library. All money raised by the Friends, except for minimal administrative costs such as postage and printing, is donated directly to the 
library in the way of program funding, material purchases and monetary contributions.


