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Department Numbers

 Adult 248–693–3001

 Outreach 248–693–3000 x411

 Teen 248–693–3000 x414

 Youth 248–693–3002

From the Director

We’re looking forward  
to a fine free fall
We certainly had a fun summer here at the library! It 

was great to participate in so many community events and meet people from 
around the Orion area. One highlight for me was riding the Book Bike in the 
Memorial Day parade. We also had a blast at the Summer Reading Kickoff. We 
filled our parking lot that day, and I met what felt like all of our patrons, while 
I, along with a dedicated volunteer and one of our board members, served ice 
cream out of the Book Bike. Regretfully, we will not always be able to provide 
ice cream, but I promise that, whether here at the library or elsewhere in our 
community, it’s always worth stopping by to see what’s happening. While we 
had a wonderful summer, it is now time to look forward to fall.

One big change that you’ll notice this fall is the removal of fines. Being fine free 
means the library will no longer be charging overdue fines from library users, 
and we will be forgiving all past overdue fines. Our hope is that by removing 
fines, we’ll also remove a barrier that prevented some patrons from using our 
library. Visit our website, orionlibrary.org, to learn more about the library 
going fine free.

Crisp weather and beautiful scenery make fall a great time for sports and time 
spent outside. For those looking to embrace outdoor activity, take a look at 
reserving a Michigan Activity Pass from the library. The Michigan Activity Pass 
provides free or discounted admission to state parks, Metroparks, and muse-
ums around the area, and passes are free from the library.

For an equally large number of people, falling leaves signify going back to 
school and more time spent at home. This is an 
excellent time to remind learners of all ages that 
your library card is one of your most valuable 
resources. Do research, find information and news 
unavailable for free online in our databases, check 
out a Chromebook to get your work done, and down-
load music for studying using the hoopla app.

For those that prefer to cozy up with a good book 
as the weather gets cooler, take a look at the new 
Beanstack app, which is a great way to track your 
reading and participate in our online reading 
challenges without having to pay a fee. The engag-
ing, active library programming you’ve enjoyed all 
summer continues into the fall. Take a look at what 
we have coming for families and people of all ages 
in September, October, and November. Whatever the season, I know you’ll find 
something to interest you at the library.

See you soon!

Chase

General Info
Notary Services available
Notary Services by appointment 
only. Contact James at  
jpugh@orionlibrary.org or at 
248–693–3000 x425.

Upcoming Library Closings
Labor Day: Sat–Mon, Sep 3–5

Staff In–Service Day: Mon, Oct 10

Thanksgiving: Wed, Nov 23 closing 
at 5, Thu–Fri, Nov 24–25

For a calendar of all library events 
please visit the Events tab at  

orionlibrary.org.

In the last year

19,240
reference questions 
were answered by 
OTPL librarians!
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A D U LT  S E R V I C E S
Registration for fall adult programs opens on August 29, 2022 at 9:30 am

The Write Stuff  
Writer’s Workshop
Wednesdays | Sept 14, Oct 12,  
Nov 9 | 7 pm
Meet the second Wednesday of each 
month and connect with a group of like–
minded writers to learn from each other, 
share ideas, and practice your writing 
skills.

Orion Historical 
Society (OHS)
Mondays | Sept 12, 
Oct 3, Nov 14 | 7 pm

Come to an OHS meeting 
to learn about our township’s history 
and work on projects to preserve the 
past. Newcomers are always welcome!

Michigan Works @  
Your Library
Tuesdays | Oct 11, Nov 8 
10 am–12:30 pm
Drop in and Oakland County Michigan 
Works will assist you with upcoming 
workshops, youth and adult programs, 
resume ideas, job searches, interview 
skills, and more. They can point you in 
the right direction for inquiries about 
local resources, Department of Health & 
Human Services, and much more.

Roaming Readers  
Walking Club
Tuesdays | Sept 13—Oct 25 | 9 am
Meet at the back of the library parking 
lot to walk the Polly Ann trail for 30 min-
utes and talk about books as you stroll! 
The informal discussion will be about 
books and authors. Enjoy the health 
benefits of a regular walking routine and 
socialize with fellow readers. Drop–in, 
no registration is necessary.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group
Tuesdays | Sep 20, Oct 11, Nov 8 
10:30 am
This monthly support group for individ-
uals who care for those with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other related dementia is led 
by a trained facilitator and sponsored by 
the Alzheimer's Association Michigan 
Chapter. If you can’t make the meeting 
in person, see the event calendar on our 
website for a zoom link to join virtually.

North Oakland  
Genealogical Society
Thursdays | Sep 15, Oct 20, Nov 17 
7 pm
Anyone with an interest in genealogy 
and family history research are encour-
aged to attend!

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

MAKERSPACE

All Ages Makerspace
Thurs, Sept 29 | 6 pm
Come play, experiment, and learn with a variety of 
creative technology projects for adults, teens, and 
children!

Glowforge Jewelry
Sat, Oct 29 | 1:30 pm & 3 pm | Register online
Learn to use the Glowforge laser cutter to make 
unique acrylic and wood jewelry.

Cricut Mugs
Sat, Nov 19 | 1:30 pm & 3 pm | Register online
Using our Cricut Explore cutting machine and Cricut Mug 
Press, print a custom design on a coffee mug. Perfect for 
holiday gifting!

Makerspace Office Hours
Thursdays | Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10 | 6 pm
Interested in learning about makerspace equipment? Have a question? Need 
some guidance or inspiration for your project? Drop in, meet with our maker-
space librarian and start creating. Assistance will be available on a first–come–
first–served basis.

Over 5,400 active 
cardholders saved over

 $5.8 million 
using the library 

 in 2021!
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Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Alzheimer's Association 
Informational Series
Mondays | Sept 26, Oct 24, Nov 28 
6:30 pm
This educational series focuses on 
individuals whose lives are touched by a 
loved one living with Alzheimer’s disease 
or dementia–related illness. Learn how 
to make simple lifestyle choices at any 
age to support brain health resilience; 
explore the tools available to buffer 
against the caregiving stresses of 
Alzheimer's disease; and discover a new 
perspective on preparing and celebrating 
the holidays as seen through the eyes of 
dementia. All are welcome to attend any 
or all the sessions.

Sept 26 | Healthy Living for Your 
Brain and Body—An Alzheimer's 
Association sponsored program

Oct 24 | Caregiver Stress

Nov 28 | Handling the Holidays with 
Dementia

Meditation 
Workshop
Thur, Sept 15 | 7 pm
Experience 
Heartfulness 
Relaxation and 
Meditation, 
which, when 
practiced 
daily, helps 
restore balance in 
life, manage stress, better your health, 
and most importantly, lead you to inner 
calm and peace. An introduction to 
Heartfulness Relaxation and Meditation 
will be followed by a lesson in these tech-
niques. Participants will be meditating 
in chairs, but those wishing to meditate 
while sitting on the floor may bring their 
own floor cushions.

DIY Beeswax Food Wraps
Wed, Sept 28 | 7 pm | Register online
Ditch the plastic bags by learning to 
make these easy and reusable beeswax 
food wraps.

Oat Soda: Beers of Fall
Mon, Oct 3 | 7 pm | Register online
October, a month that conjures up 
thoughts of changing 
leaves, cool nights sitting 
by a fire, and carving 
pumpkins. As the seasons 
change, so do our tastes, 
and no industry embraces 
seasonality quite like beer! Harvest Ales, 
Fresh Hop IPAs, Oktoberfest, Spiced 
Ales… and of course, PUMPKIN beers. 
Join us as at Oat Soda, 197 S Broadway, 
to learn about the Beers of Fall. The pre-
sentation does not require the purchase 
of alcohol, but should you wish to enjoy 
a beverage (21 or older, please), we will 

have them available for purchase. 
Snacks will be provided.

Medicare Planning 101
Wed, Oct 12 | 2 pm | Register online
An expert from the Strategic Planning 
Group of Lake Orion will address the ins 
and outs of Medicare. This presentation 
will help you find answers, troubleshoot 
problems, sort through options, and 
understand Medicare programs.

BOOK DISCUSSION

Thursday Book Club
Thursdays | 1:30 pm
Sept 15: The White Nile by Alan 
Moorehead

Oct 20: Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Bronte

Nov 17: Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest by J. Ryan Stradal

Book Bunch @ Orion Center
Wednesdays | 1 pm
Sept 14: In Five Years 
by Rebecca Serle

Oct 12: I Found You by 
Lisa Jewell

Nov 9: The People We 
Keep by Allison Larkin

Dine, Drink & Discuss
Join us at Ignite Tavern, 1065 S 
Baldwin Rd, for this monthly 
book discussion.

Mondays | 7 pm
Sept 19: The Dutch 
House by Ann Patchett

Oct 17: It Ends with Us 
by Colleen Hoover

Nov 21: Beloved by 
Toni Morrison

Cook the Book
Tue, Oct 4 | 7 pm
Select and prepare a recipe from 
the chosen cookbook,then meet 
to sample and discuss the various 
dishes! Call 248-693-3001 if you 
need assistance 
acquiring a 
cookbook. This 
month, choose 
any cookbook 
by Chef Emeril 
Lagasse.

Many of our programs are 
sponsored by the Friends  

of the Orion Library
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Halloween Murder Mystery
Fri, Oct 14 | 6 pm | Register online

At this after–
hours event, 
attendees 
will become 
a character in 
a Halloween–
themed murder 
mystery and 
work together 
to figure 
out who-

dunit! Refreshments will be provided. 
Costumes encouraged!

The Art of Herbal Tea
Tue, Oct 18 | 7 pm | Register online

Blend, brew, and enjoy an 
irresistible selection of 
herbal teas while Bevin 
Cohen, author, herbalist, 
seed saver, and owner of 

Small House Farm in Sanford, Michigan, 
shares his knowledge on the history and 
folklore of various herbal ingredients. 
Participants will also 
get to create a custom 
herbal tea to enjoy at 
home with a take 
and make 
activity.

Retro Gaming Day
Sat, Nov 12 | 1 pm | All Ages
In honor of International Games Month, 
come try retro board games and video 
games! Snacks will be provided.

Uses and Abuses of  
History in the Russia–
Ukraine Conflict
Mon, Nov 14 | 7 pm
Professor Paul Kubicek discusses how 
history matters in the current con-
flict between Ukraine and Russia. Dr. 
Kubicek is a professor of Political Science 
and Director of the International Studies 
Program at Oakland University. In 

addition to his dissertation on Ukraine, 
he has taught at the country’s Lviv 
State University. Come prepared with 
questions and to get answers about this 
important current topic!

Holiday Appetizers
Tue, Nov 15 | 7 pm | Register online
Mary Spencer, owner of Taste: A Cook's 
Place, demonstrates some delicious and 

easy new appetizer ideas 
just in time to prepare 
for the holidays. 
A sampling of the 

appetizers and recipes 
will be included.

Tool Collection
For all of your DIY projects, the library is excited to announce our new tool col-
lection! This is a collection of items you may not have lying around the house, 
like a radon detector, nail gun, tin snips, moisture meter, and so much more! 
This is an 18+ collection and each tool checks out for one week.

Maker Kits
The Makerspace now offers circulating maker kits. Each kit contains tools and 
equipment that encourage learning through creative technology and experi-
mentation. Learn to code with Ozobots, create interactive circuit projects with 
Snap Circuits, program a Raspberry Pi, or even check out a sewing machine. 
Come browse the kits, which are located in the Makerspace, and check out 
some of the other exciting equipment and programs!

Yard Games
This summer, the library debuted a new collection: Outdoor Yard Games! 
Cardholders can now check out games like Yardzee and Bocce, as well as six 
others. Yard games can be checked out up to two at a time for up to two weeks. 
Stop by the library while the weather is still warm and grab something fun for 
your next backyard get together. Keep an eye on the collection for even more 
games in the near future.
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O U T R E A C H

Home Delivery Services
If you or someone you know lives 
in Orion Township and is unable to 
physically visit the library, even short 

term, let us know. We offer 
delivery services for books, 
audiobooks, and music—
give us specific titles or let 
us know what you like and 
we can introduce you to 

new authors. Material is delivered either 
by car or through our Books by Mail 
program, where your books are delivered 
and returned through the United States 
Postal Service.

Special Needs Adult 
Programming (SNAP)
Mon, Oct 3 | 12:30 pm
Adults with special needs and their 
caregivers can join us for stories, songs, 
movement and activities.

English Language Learning 

Conversation Group (ELL)
Wednesdays | 10:30 am | No meeting 
Sep 7 or Nov 23
The group is open to all who wish to 
practice their English language skills in a 
relaxed and informal setting. The topics 
vary widely, offering a great learning 
experience and an opportunity to meet 
new people. 

Senior Social Hour @ the 
Orion Center Branch Library
Fridays | Sep 9, 23, Oct 14, 28, Nov 11 
11 am | No meeting Nov 25
Join us each month on the second and 
fourth Friday to socialize with other 
active seniors. Each week features 
different topics or conversation prompts 
so participants can enjoy the company of 
others.

Orion Center Library Branch
For a slower pace and smaller venue, 
visit the Orion Center Branch, which 

is located in the basement of the Orion 
Center at 1335 Joslyn Road. Designed 
with seniors in mind, large print books, 
audiobooks, movies, put and take 
paperbacks, puzzles, and magazines are 
available for all. Computers as well as 
printer are available for patron use. 

Recycle your e–waste!
Thanks to High Tech Recycling LLC, we 
have a tech recycling box in the library 
for patron use. We accept all sorts of 
items, like computers, monitors, phones, 
keyboards, and toner cartridges. Contact 
the library at 248–693–3000 if you have 
questions on what items can be accepted.

Orion Lakes— 
Library on the Road
This summer, thanks to a grant from 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services through the Library of 
Michigan, we provided programming for 
the Orion Lakes residential community. 
The program ran for seven weeks and 
allowed us to reach families who don’t 
frequently use the library. Each week, 
we explored a different concept and 
reinforced what we learned through a 
hands–on activity. Participants received 
a book each week that allowed them to 
continue reading and learning at home. 
Participants ranged from preschoolers to 
adults. We all had fun learning together!

Orion Historical Society Historic Downtown Signs
If you have been to Downtown Lake Orion over the summer, you may have 
noticed the historic signs on some of our local buildings. These signs are a 
joint project between the Orion Historical Society (OHS) and the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) to showcase the history of our community from 
its early days as a small town and farming community through its heyday as a 
resort town and vacation destination at the turn of the century and concluding 
in the mid–1940s.

Each sign features a period photograph 
depicting the building or street scene along 
with a paragraph describing the history 
of the location. Thought–provoking facts 
are included to put things in perspective. 
The first set of signs can be seen at Ed’s 
Broadway Gifts, Hanson’s Running Shop, 
313 Pizza, Fork and Pint, and Verwood 
Apartments.

OHS and the DDA are hoping to add 
additional signs in the coming years as we 
showcase more of the fascinating history 
of Lake Orion, where living is a vacation!
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Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

J U S T  F O R  T E E N S
Teen Volunteer Hours
Looking for volunteer hours for graduation, NHS, Key Club or 
Student Leadership? Orion Township Public Library has many 
opportunities to fulfill the hours, from helping with crafts to 
becoming a Book Buddy to a K–3rd grader. Please contact our 
Volunteer Engagement Specialist Lori Morris at Lmorris@
orionlibrary.org for more information.

Teen Tuesday
Tuesdays | 6:30–8 pm | No meeting Oct 11
Teen Tuesday is a casual hang out for teens who enjoy any-
thing from video games, board and card games, D&D, crafts, 
and more! If you’re looking for something to do with some 
friends, crash with us for a bit. Snacks always provided and 
new faces always welcome!

Teen Outdoor Challenge
Sat, Sep 17 | 2–3 pm | Register online
Join us outside by the Reading Garden for 
some outdoor games. We will experiment 

with friendly social media challenges and 
have some laughs with taste test  
challenge games.

Teen Writers Group
Tue, Oct 11 | 7–8 pm
Whether you write short stories, poetry, or fan fiction, join 
the Teen Writers Group, a casual meet–up for young aspiring 
writers to collaborate, share ideas, and receive feedback from 
one another.

Spooky Graham 
Cracker House
Sat, Oct 15 | 2–3 pm 
Register online
Halloween just got 
more fun! Build your 
own haunted house 
using chocolate and 
graham crackers, then decorate it with all the candy we have 
available. 

SAT/ACT Prep Class
Tue, Oct 25 | 6:30–8 pm
Parents and students, get ready for test day! If you plan on 
taking the SAT or ACT, let the Orion Library guide you with 
tips and techniques from Carson Academic Consultants. Karen 
Carson will provide strategies for improving test taking skills 
and reviewing required knowledge. This class is recommended 
for both students and parents to attend. Bring your questions, 
and Karen will provide answers!

Coffee Cup Keychains
Sat, Nov 19 | 2–3 pm 
Register online
We all have our favorite drink, 
whether it’s from Starbucks, Tim 
Horton’s, or homemade. Now we 
can make our favorite coffee or 
blended treat into a keychain!

About TeenTober
Join OTPL as we salute teens during TeenTober!

TeenTober is a nationwide celebration hosted by libraries 
every October to recognize teens and their home librar-
ies. We’re promoting year–round teen library services 
through the innovative ways these services help teens 
learn new skills and fuel their passions inside and outside 
the library. Here 
at OTPL, October 
is filled with 
many teen events 
from edible 
crafts to writing 
workshops to 
just hanging 
out playing video games in the Teen Room. TeenTober 
is here to promote these programs, share the pleasure 
of YA literature, and raise awareness of how much our 
libraries value teens! Please check the calendar for more 
information.
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Y O U T H  S E R V I C E S
PROGR AMS FOR ALL AGES

Sing Along Outdoor 
Movie
Fri, Sep 23 | 7:30 pm | All Ages
Pack up your lawn chairs, dust off 
your vocal chords, and join us for 
an outdoor sing along with the 
Madrigal family.

International Games 
Week Kickoff
Mon, Nov 7 | 6–8 pm | All Ages
Drop in to play an assortment of 
board games in the Youth area. 
From chess to Chutes and Ladders 
to Settlers of Catan, we have 
games for the whole family. You 
can even check some out to take 
home!

FAMILY PROGR AMS

Bounce & Boogie
Saturdays | Sep 17, Oct 15, Nov 5 
11 am | All Ages
Learn fundamental motor skills to 
promote a healthy, active lifestyle with 
experts and fun activities.

Cardboard Kingdom
Sat, Sep 24 | 2 pm | All Ages
Have an afternoon of creative fun build-
ing a variety of cardboard challenges!

All about Trains!
Sat, Oct 22 | 11 am | All Ages
Put on your engineer hat and hop aboard 
the Library Express! Drive a model 
train, watch your favorite train videos, 
and take part in a host of train–themed 
activities.

Glow in the Dark  
Dance Party
Sat, Oct 29 | 11 am | All Ages
Dress in your Halloween best and 
join us for a dance party in the 
dark. Glow sticks will be provided!

Hello Kitty Day
Tue, Nov 1 | 6:30 pm 
All Ages
Celebrate everyone’s favorite young cat 
with fun Hello Kitty–themed activities!

Take and Make  
Thanksgiving Fun
Tue, Nov 22 | All Ages
Do you get bored sitting at the 
Thanksgiving table? Grab this fun kit to 
keep you busy during the holiday.

BABY,  TODDLER,  AND 
PRESCHOOL PROGR AMS

Little Lit
Mon, Tues, & Wed, Sep 12–Nov 23 
10 am & 11 am | Ages 0–5 | Limit 20 
No Storytime the week of Nov 7
Children ages 0–5 and their caregiv-
ers are invited for stories, songs, and 
activities that promote the five staple 
early literacy practices: reading, writing, 
singing, talking, and playing!

SENSEsational Storytime
Fridays | Sep 16, Oct 14, Nov 11 
11 am | Ages 0–5
A welcoming, inter-
active environment 
designed for children 
with special needs as well 
as sensory seeking kids.

1–2–3 Play with Me!  
Parent Child Workshop
Wednesdays | Oct 12, 19, 26, Nov 2 
6:30 pm OR Thursdays | Oct 13, 20, 
27, Nov 3 | 10 am | Register online 
Ages 1–3
Please note: Attendance at all sessions for 
which you register is expected

Spend time together at this parent child 
workshop, playing, experiencing art 
activities, and meeting new friends. Each 
week, a Community Resource Specialist 
will answer questions about their dis-
cipline. Topics include resources at the 
library, child development, speech and 
hearing, nutrition, and play and move-
ment. Please select either Wednesday or 
Thursday to attend.

Halloween Storytime
Mon, Oct 31 | 10 am | Ages 0–5
Join all of your favorite youth librar-
ians in costume as they lead you in a 
Halloween–themed story time with 
music, dancing, stories, and fun. A cos-
tume parade through the library follows 
this merry not scary event!

Save the date for our annual  
Winter Workshop scheduled for 
Saturday, December 10
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SCHOOL AGE PROGR AMS

Phineas and Ferb 
Fun
Sat, Sep 10 | 2 pm 
Grades K–5
I know what you’re gonna 
do today! You are going to enjoy some 
Phineas and Ferb–themed games, experi-
ments, and Perry searching.

Book Buddies
Tue, Sep 20; Thu, Oct 20; 
Tue, Nov 15 | 6:30 pm 

Register online
This NEW PROGRAM 

for Kindergarten through 3rd grade 
students pairs the younger kids with a 
teen reading buddy. Together, they’ll 
read aloud and sound out words, as 
the buddy assists with comprehension 
through stories, rhymes, and games. 
Teen reading buddies are supportive, 
enthusiastic listeners who can help 
your child practice reading here at the 
library.

ThinkLink 5
Mondays | 4:30–5:30 pm | Grade 5
Here’s another NEW PROGRAM, 
designed specifically for 5th grade 
students. Drop–in between 4:30–5:30 pm 
and enjoy a unique activity each month.
Sep 26 | Minute–To–Win–It Challenge

Oct 24 | Games Night

Nov 28 | Holiday Card Making

The Joys of Painting for Kids
Fri, Oct 7 | 2 pm | Grades K–5
Explore different techniques and 

textures while you 
create your very 
own artwork!

 

Monster Mash–Up
Sat, Oct 8 | 11 am | Grades K–5
Create your own monster crafts, experi-
ments, and DIY toys. All things monster 
are encouraged!

5th Grade Battle of the 
Books Kickoff
Thu, Nov 10 | 5:30 pm & 7 
pm | 5th Grade
Register for Battle of the Books 
2022 and find out more information, 
including how to form teams, who can 
mentor, and new 2023 activities. Our 
2023 featured author will be revealed as 
well!

Kindergarten Library  
Card Party
Sat, Nov 19 | 11 am
NEW PROGRAM 
designed just for 
Kindergarten stu-
dents. Enjoy activities 
and crafts while 
learning about the 
resources available to 
you in the library.

ThinkLink Updates
With the new school year starting, we 
are excited to again offer and collaborate 
with the Lake Orion School District 
in our school partnership, ThinkLink. 
ThinkLink offers special library services 
to students and teachers in the Lake 
Orion area. Not only are all students 
offered registration for a public library card at Kindergarten enrollment, but we 
also offer teacher cards to Lake Orion area teachers, which allow them to check 
out books for an extended period of time without accruing late fees.

Earlier this year, OTPL added a dedicated School Outreach Librarian to our 
staff to work one–on–one with Lake Orion Schools. Kerry Roman comes to the 
library with more than 10 years of public library experience, along with a back-
ground in elementary education. Kerry plans on bringing some energetic and 
original programs created especially for schools and teachers this school year!

Storywalk
The Lake Orion Downtown 
Storywalk continues this fall with 
three new fun and exciting titles! 
Each month, new story pages are 
placed in the windows of down-
town Lake Orion businesses. Take 
a stroll up and down Flint and 
Broadway to read along with the 
whole family. This partnership 
with the Lake Orion DDA is over 
two years strong, and continues 
to encourage an active learning 
lifestyle for Lake Orion families.

Many of our programs are sponsored by 
the Friends of the Orion Library

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000
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Volunteers fuel the Friends’ purpose
“The best way to find yourself is to 

lose yourself in the service of others.”  
— Mahatma Gandhi

The pandemic has taken a toll on all 
of us in many ways. It has affected us 
personally, professionally, and certainly 
emotionally. The Friends of the Library, 
board members and volunteers have all 
had their lives turned upside down like 
all the citizens of Orion Township.

One light shining out of all this has 
been our beloved library. The library 
went through a change of leadership 
in January 2022, but programs and 
operations have not missed a beat. 
Director Chase McMunn has continued 
to support the Friends mission and is an 
active part of our board meetings and 
planning.

Orion residents support our book sales, 
which make up the largest share of our 
income, very strongly. Our September 
2021 and May 2022 book sales both 
broke records, and the Twice–Told Tales 
store continues to thrive from your 
purchases. This income is needed for the 
Friends to fund the library.

Our biggest need is the result of our 
declining number of board members 
and volunteers. We are not alone in this 
dilemma. Many non–profits are in the 
same boat and face similar challenges. If 
possible, please give a few hours of your 
very valuable time to the Friends of the 
Orion Library. Your assistance allows us 
to assist the library. Fundraising dollars 
are returned to the library as grants 
twice per year, allowing Orion families 
to participate in many programs free of 
charge.

Board positions involve a monthly meet-
ing, assistance with public relations, and 
nominal time during fundraising events. 
Committee work and book sale support 
roles are also available. The Friends of 

the Orion Township Library may just 
be your avenue to giving back to this 
wonderful cause! Let us know what your 
talents are and how you can help. Email 
us at friends@orionlibrary.org.

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  
O R I O N  T O W N S H I P  L I B R A R Y

248–693–3000 x470 X friends@orionlibrary.org X orionlibrary.org/friends
Book sales and donation protocol at orionlibrary.org/friends. Follow us:  /Friends of Orion Township Library

Holiday Silent Auction
The Friends announce their annual Holiday Silent Auction at the Orion 
Township Public Library from Monday, October 31 through Saturday, 
November, 19, 2022. Baskets, each paired with a book, will be displayed in 
the Friends Reading Room with bid sheets throughout the three–week silent 
auction.

“Our holiday silent auction is a key fundraiser that helps the Friends support 
library programs,” says Don Walker, President. “It’s a perfect way for library 
patrons to start holiday shopping and help us raise critical funds for the library 
at the same time.”

Winning bidders will be contacted by phone and may pay with cash, check, 
or credit card at the library service desk beginning at 4 pm on Saturday, 
November 19 once bidding closes. Baskets must be claimed no later than 
Friday, December 9.

 “We presented more than 55 baskets for bidding at our 2021 holiday auction,” 
said Walker. “We are so thankful for our local businesses, patrons and Friends 
who so generously give and partner with us to help us help the library.”

Would you like to donate an item or service?

We are seeking 60 donations for our 2022 basket auction. If you have an item, 
basket, or service to donate to the Friends Holiday Silent Auction, please con-
tact the Friends at 248-693-3000 ext. 470 or email friends@orionlibrary.org. 
Donations should be delivered to the library by Friday, October 14.



We’re fine with  
no fines
On September 6, 2022, Orion 
Township Public Library joins other 
Oakland County libraries and those 
across the state and nation which 
have gone fine free. From that day 
forward, OTPL patrons will no longer 
be charged late fines on a majority 
of overdue items, and patrons will 
receive amnesty on previous late fees 
in most cases.

Once general late fees are eliminated, 
patrons will still be responsible for 
returning items on time and paying 
for lost and damaged materials. 
Rather than assessing late fees, auto-
matic renewals will occur on eligible 
items and gentle reminders will be 
sent for those overdue. Patrons will 
be billed for damaged items and 
those overdue by 30 days. Materials 
obtained through interlibrary loan 
will still be subject to fines as out-
lined by MeLCat.

“Our mission is to serve and engage 
a thriving community of lifelong 
learners” said OTPL Library Director 
Chase McMunn. “To fully engage 
with the community we serve, we 
need to remove barriers to access—
and late fees are barriers. Fines tend 
to impact lower income patrons and 
families with children, two groups 
at the center of library services and 
programs. Lake Orion thrives when 
everyone has access to the materials 
they need.”
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Farewell, Mary Duenow
The Friends recently said farewell to Mary Duenow, our 
Fundraising Chair and silent auction extraordinaire. In July, 
Mary said goodbye to her Lake Orion home and friends before 
relocating to Columbus, Ohio to be near family. She will be 
missed as a Friend, having been actively involved leading our 
fundraising activities for more than eight years. We thank 
Mary for being a Friend and sharing her time and talent in 
Orion.

Amazon Smile & Kroger 
Rewards are your Friends
Designate the Friends of the Orion 
Township Library as your favorite 
charity for Amazon Smile and Kroger 
Rewards. It’s a great way to support the 
library through your everyday shopping! 
The Friends receive nearly 
$1,000 per year from these 
partner programs and we’d 
like to grow this amount 
with your 
support.

About the Friends
The Friends are a 501(c)3 non–profit 
organization that was started in 1985 
“to promote public support of the Orion 
Township Public Library and the library 
in the community, to promote reading, 
literacy and lifelong learning, and to 
maintain an association of persons 
interested in the library.” Friends act 
in cooperation with the library board 
and staff, serving as a liaison between 
the community and library. All money 
raised by the Friends, except for minimal 
administrative costs such as postage 
and printing, is donated directly to the 
library in the way of program fund-
ing, material purchases and monetary 
contributions.

Friends  Friends  
Fall Used Fall Used 
Book SaleBook Sale
The Friends Fall Gently Used Book 
Sale will be held at the library on 

Tuesday, Sep 20 through  
Saturday, Sep 24, 2022.

Tue, Sep 20
10 AM–8:30 PM

Friends of the Library  
Member Day & Teacher Day

(Membership will be available 
for purchase at the door)

Open to the Public  
4:30–8:30 pm

Wed, Sep 21 & Thu, Sep 22
10 AM–8:30 PM
Open to the Public

Fri, Sep 23
10 AM–4:30 PM
Open to the Public
1/2 off books day

Sat, Sep 24
9:30 AM–1:30 PM
Open to the Public

$5 bag day 
(Fill a bag supplied by  

the Friends for $5)


