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Happy to be a Family Place Library! 
When OTPL hosts Family Place Free 
Play in early and mid–February 2023, 
it will be fulfilling just one component 
of its dedication to families with young 
children. As a Family Place Library, we 
are committed to creating a culture that 
intentionally and actively supports those 
parents and caregivers with kids ages 
0–5. Along with programs like Free Play, 

Family Place Libraries 
feature trained staff, 
expressly designed spaces, 
and special collections. These 
libraries also offer outreach to new and 
underserved families, foster collabo-
ration and partnerships with health, 
education, and human services agencies, 
and provide parent–child workshops to 
the community. Through its designation 
as a Family Place Library, OTPL con-
tinues its pledge to help young learners 
succeed while supporting and educating 
their families. 

To learn more about Family Place 
Libraries, please visit familyplacelibrar-
ies.org/what–family–place–library.

Department Numbers
 Adult 248–693–3001

 Outreach 248–693–3000 x411

 Teen 248–693–3000 x414

 Youth 248–693–3002

From the Director

We have lots to offer 
this winter
It’s that time of year again: the crisp, cool fall weather is 

giving way to the familiar chill of winter. Some of us look forward to a pleasant, 
cold winter, while some long for warm summer days that seem to stretch on 
forever. Love it or hate it, we certainly live in a Water–Winter Wonderland. 
Regardless of how you feel about the cold, the good news is that we have plenty 
of activities and resources to keep you entertained at the Orion Township 
Public Library.

Inside this issue you can learn about a variety of great things we offer. Back by 
popular demand is our Winter Workshop, which offers something for all ages. 
You can learn about our inaugural art contest in partnership with the Orion 
Art Center. Discover some of the cool new tools available in the Makerspace, 
and our tool-lending library, available to check out and take home. The 
tool-lending library is part of the More than Books collection, which continues 
to grow with each unique addition.

Were you too busy to keep up with all the fantastic books that came out this 
year? Check out several lists by our librarians with the best books of 2022. Log 
those titles into the Beanstack app and participate in one of our online reading 
challenges.

Finally, I want to remind you that the Orion Township Public Library is fine 
free! If the holidays have you stressed about money, fear not. You won’t be 
charged late fees for OTPL materials you return after their initial due dates. 
When you’re looking for something to do to get you out of the house this 
winter, look no further than your Orion Township Public Library!

Chase

General Info
Notary Services available
Notary Services by appointment 
only. Contact James at jpugh@ori-
onlibrary.org or at 248–693–3000 
x425.

Upcoming Library Closings
Holiday Closing: Fri–Mon,  
Dec 23–26

Holiday Closing: Fri–Sat, Dec 30–31, 
Sun–Mon, Jan 1–2

For a calendar of all library events 
please visit the Events tab at  

orionlibrary.org.

Red Cross Blood Drives
Be a lifesaver! Donate blood at the Orion 
Library. Appointments encouraged at 
redcrossblood.org, sponsor code: orion-
library. Interested donors may also call 
1–800–RED–CROSS (1–800–733–2767) 
or they may contact Lori Morris directly 
to schedule an appointment at 
248–693–3000 ext. 435.

December 8, 2022
March 29, 2023
June 14, 2023
October 5, 2023
December 7, 2023

Vision Screening 
Lake Orion Lions Club
The Lake Orion Lions Club is partner-

ing with the Orion 
Township Public 
Library to offer FREE 
vision screenings 
to children over 5 
months old. The test 
is quick and painless. 
If caught early, 95% of 

vision issues can be corrected.

Saturday, December 3 | 10am–12pm
Saturday, January 7 | 10am–12pm
Saturday, February 4 | 10am–12pm
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A D U LT  S E R V I C E S
MAKERSPACE

Cricut: Pencil Pouches
Sat, Jan 14 | 2 pm and 3:30 pm 
Register online
Learn to create a custom pencil 
pouch with the Cricut and heat 
transfers.

Formbox: Chocolate 
Molds
Sat, Feb 11 | 2 pm and 3:30 pm 
Register online
Make custom molds and chocolates 
from everyday objects with our 
Formbox vacuum former.

Makerspace Office 
Hours
Thursdays | Dec 8, Jan 12, Feb 9 
6 pm
Interested in learning about 
Makerspace equipment? Have a 
question? Need some guidance or 
inspiration for your project? Drop 
in and meet with our Makerspace 
librarian and start creating. 
Assistance will be available on a 
first–come–first–serve basis.

Michigan Works @  
Your Library
Tuesdays | Dec 13, Jan 10, Feb 14 
10 am–12:30 pm
Drop in and Oakland County Michigan 
Works will assist you with upcoming 
workshops, youth and adult programs, 
resume ideas, job searches, interview 
skills, and more. They can point you in 
the right direction for local resources, 
Department of Health & Human 
Services, and much more.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group
Tuesdays | Dec 13, Jan 10, Feb 14 
10:30 am
This monthly support group for individ-
uals who care for those with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other related dementia is led 
by a trained facilitator and sponsored by 
the Alzheimer's Association Michigan 
Chapter. If you can’t make the meeting 
in person, see the event calendar on our 
website for a zoom link to join virtually.

Orion Historical Society 
Mondays | Jan 9, Feb 13 | 7 pm 
No December meeting
Come to an OHS meeting to learn about 
our township’s history and work on proj-
ects to preserve the past. Newcomers are 
always come!

The Write Stuff Writer’s 
Workshop
Wednesdays | Dec 14, Jan 11, Feb 8 
7 pm
Meet the second Wednesday of each 
month and connect with a group of like–
minded writers to learn from each other, 
share ideas, and practice your writing 
skills.

BOOK DISCUSSION

Dine, Drink & Discuss  
@ Ignite Tavern
Mondays | 7 pm
Dec 19: Bring your favorite read of 
2022

Jan 16: Leave It As It Is: A 
Journey through Theodore 
Roosevelt's American 
Wilderness by David Gessner

Feb 20: Lady in the Lake by 
Laura Lippman

Book Bunch @ Orion Center
Wednesdays | 1 pm
Dec 14: The Tea Girl of Hummingbird 
Lane by Lisa See

Jan 11: Manhattan Beach 
by Jennifer Egan

Feb 8: The Good People 
by Hannah Kent

Thursday Book Club
Thursdays | 1:30 pm
December 15: Bring your 
favorite read of 2022

January 19: The Light Years 
by Elizabeth Jane Howard

February 16: River of the 
Gods by Candice Millard

Cook the Book
Tue, Dec 6 | 7 pm: Jew–ish by 
Jake Cohen or Jerusalem by Yotam 
Ottolenghi and Sami Tamimi

Mon, Feb 6 | 7pm: The Snowy 
Cabin Cookbook by Marnie 
Hanel and Jen Stevenson

Select and prepare a recipe 
from the cookbook chosen, 
then meet to sample and 
discuss recipes! Call 248–693–3001 
if you need assistance acquiring a 
cookbook.

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

OTPL had more than 
23,000 registered 
cardholders last year!
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Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Starbucks Coffee Tasting: 
Holiday Coffees
Sat, Dec 3 | 10:30 am
Join us at Starbucks at 590 S. Lapeer Rd. 
in Lake Orion to learn about coffee from 
trained baristas. Taste an assortment 
of Starbucks holiday coffees, get recom-
mendations for food pairings, and learn 
about the different roasting and brewing 
processes.

Winter Workshop
Sat, Dec 10 | 11 am
Drop in to our open house to celebrate 
the start of winter! Activities include fun 
photo ops, games, and crafts for all ages. 
Hot chocolate and snacks provided.

Boblo Boats: A Detroit  
Ferry Tale
Wed, Jan 25 | 7 pm
The library is excited to welcome Aaron 
Schillinger, writer, director, and editor of 
the award–winning documentary Boblo 
Boats: A Detroit Ferry Tale for a presen-
tation about Boblo Island and the two 
majestic steamships, the SS Columbia 
and the Ste Claire, that transported 
thousands for more than 85 years.

Dark Side of the Mitten 
Author Presentation
Mon, Jan 30 | 7 pm
Join Michigan true crime author Tom 
Carr as he narrates tales of murder, 
robbery, and mayhem in the Great Lakes 
State and discusses his latest book, Dark 
Side of the Mitten: Crimes of Power & 
Powerful Criminals in Michigan's Past & 
Present. Delivered with humor and his-
torical context, his stories include crimes 
of passion, greed, insanity and just plain 
awfulness. Carr is an award–winning 
reporter and columnist who worked at 
newspapers in Michigan for more than 
25 years.

Journaling Workshop
Thu, Jan 26 | 6:30 pm
Join Professor Danielle 
DeFauw from the University 
of Michigan College of 
Education and learn about 
different techniques and best 
practices for journaling.

Tales and Travels Memory 
Café: Let’s Visit Canada
Wed, Feb 1 | 1:30 pm
Memory Cafés provide services directly 
to people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
disease or related dementias and their 
caregivers. Each program takes partic-
ipants on an imaginary trip to another 
country and includes books, music, 
folktales, and interesting facts about the 
destination.

Modern Self–Defense
Sat, Feb 4 | 2 pm | Register online
Andrea Moon, fourth degree Black Belt, 
will present a self–defense seminar here 
at OTPL. Participants will learn a variety 
of self–defense techniques, practice 
evasion, and gain improved awareness of 
their surroundings to help avoid being a 
victim. Please wear comfortable clothes. 
Appropriate for teens and adults.

February Magazine Purge
Sat, Feb 11 | 9:30 am–4 pm
All 2022 weekly magazines and all 2021 
monthly magazines will be available to 
choose from. You may take as many as 
you like free of charge.

Beginning Ukulele 
for Adults & 
Seniors
Sat, Feb 11 
11 am 
Register online
Learn to play 
the ukulele with Michigan's Ukulele 
Ambassador Ben Hassenger! Ben will 
teach you the basics of the uke, including 
history, tuning, beginning chords, and 
favorite songs to get you chording and 
strumming. Bring your own instrument 
or borrow one of our loaners. Sponsored 
by Music is the Foundation 501(c)(3)

Bingo, Booze, and Books
Thu, Feb 23 | 6 pm | Register online
Join the library staff at Ignite Tavern, 
1065 S. Baldwin Rd. in Lake Orion, for 
an evening of bingo, dinner, drinks, and 
book prizes. This event is free to attend 
with registration, but attendees purchase 
their own food and drinks.

Make a plastic mold with the Mayku Formbox! 
Our collection of Makerspace equipment continues to grow with the recent 
addition of the Mayku Formbox! The Formbox is a tabletop vacuum forming 
machine used to make molds for a variety of projects. In a few quick and easy 
steps, you can make plastic molds of everyday 
objects and use them for creative projects like clay, 
chocolate, soap making, candle making, and more! 

The Formbox plastic sheets are available for 
purchase for $1 at the adult reference desk. Check 
out OrionLibrary.org/Makerspace to make a 
reservation or request training on any of our 
makerspace equipment.
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O U T R E A C H
Home Delivery Services
If you or someone you know is physically unable to visit the 
library, even short term, let us know. We offer delivery services 
for books, audiobooks, and music. Give us specific titles or let 
us know what you like so we can introduce you to new favor-
ites. Material is delivered by car or through our Books by Mail 
program.

English Language 
Learning 
Conversation 
Group (ELL)
Wednesdays | 10:30 am | No meeting Dec 28
The group is open to all who wish to practice their English 
language skills in a relaxed and informal setting. The topics 
vary widely, and it is a great learning experience as well as an 
opportunity to meet people.

Geri–Fit Exercise Program for Seniors
Tuesdays | Jan 24–Feb 28 | 10:30 am | Register online
Have fun with others while exercising in a chair with weights. 
Following videos and led by a trained coach, Geri–Fit classes 
combine strength and balance training to rebuild muscle that's 
been lost through the aging process. Register for the first 
session only.

Special Needs Adult Programming (SNAP)
Mon, Feb 13 | 12:30 pm
Adults with special needs and their caregivers can join us for 
stories, songs, movement, and activities.

Orion Center Library Branch
Our Orion Center Branch is designed for those, such as seniors, 
who prefer a slower pace and smaller venue. Located in the 
Orion Center at 1335 Joslyn Rd., large print books, audiobooks, 
movies, put-and-take paperbacks, puzzles, and magazines, as 
well as computers and a printer, are all available. 

Basic Tech Help for Seniors  
@ the Orion Center Branch Library
Wednesdays | 10:30 am–12:30 pm | By appointment
Make an appointment at the Orion Center Branch 
Library by calling 248–693–6840. Bring 
your device or use our computer, and 
our Branch Associate Kurt can trou-
bleshoot basic technology questions 
and needs. No grandchild needed!

Senior Social Hour @ the Orion Center 
Branch Library
Fridays | Dec 9, Jan 13 and 27, Feb 10 and 24 | 11 am 
No meeting Dec 23
Join us the 2nd and 4th Fridays of most months for a chance to 
get out and socialize. Each week will feature a different topic 
so that participants can enjoy the company of other seniors!

50 Books in 52 Weeks 
50 Books in 52 Weeks at OTPL is back! 
Track your reading by completing specific 
challenges and activities to win 
badges and entries into prize 
drawings all year long.

Honor a Library lover 
One of Lake Orion’s not–so–hidden gems is the Library’s 
Reading Garden. Nestled in our tree–lined backyard, this 
area offers an outdoor space for reading, quiet reflection, 
or even a meal, alone or with friends, for patrons as well 
as those walking the Polly Ann Trail. Our gardening 
angels—the volunteers who help maintain our front and 
back flower beds—often decorate the garden according to 
season, all while maintaining its many regional plantings. 
The Reading Garden truly is a one of our township’s most 
beautiful public resources.

While the garden has many unique features, one element 
tells a story about our community every day of the year, 
whatever the hour or season: our stepping stones. From 
recognizing the joy of reading bestowed by cherished 
grandparents to celebrating a dedicated member of the 
Friends of the Orion Township Library, each marker is 
an anecdote of and a tribute to those who appreciate our 
library. What better way to honor the OTPL enthusiast 
in your life than with an engraved stone in a distinctive 
community locale? Proceeds from the purchase of person-
alized stones benefits OTPL and gives everyone who visits 
the Reading Garden a tiny tale of the support that Lake 
Orion has for its library 
and those who love it. 
To order a stone, please 
visit orionlibrary.org/
donations.
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Best books of 2022
Biography/Memoir: Greenlights by 
Matthew McConaughey. Actor Matthew 
McConaughey used thirty–five years’ worth 
of journal entries and photographs to pro-
duce this memoir. These experiences helped 
create his positive outlook and taught him 
how to “catch more green lights” in life.

Fantasy: Dragons of Deceit by Margaret 
Weis and Tracy Hickman. The 

Dragonlance series returns with its first new novel since 2009. 
After the death of her father and the loss of her kingdom, a 
young princess discovers a time travel device that can change 
her fate. However, in her search, she gets wrapped up with 
a certain familiar group of adventurers who tend to attract 
trouble.

Fiction: Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby VanPelt. In 
this unusual story, a grieving widow (whose son went missing 
30 years ago) works at an aquarium and befriends an octopus 
name Marcellus. Often told from the octopus’ point of view, 
the two work alongside another aquarium employee to help 
find their places in the world and closure to 
their grief.

Graphic Novel: Lore Olympus by Rachel 
Smythe. This lushly drawn graphic novel, 
based on the long running web comic, is 
a retelling of the story of the Greek gods 
Persephone and Hades. The moody and 
stylish story will appeal to fans of romance 
and Greek mythology.

Historical Fiction: Black Cake by 
Charmaine Wilkerson. Two brothers inherit 
a Caribbean Black Cake from their recently 
deceased mother along with an audio recording 
that alters their view of family history. Their 
mother’s story crosses decades and oceans 
from England, to the Caribbean, and finally to 
California.

History: River of the Gods by Candice Miller. In the 19th 
century, an expedition of the Royal Geographical Society 
headed by Richard Burton and John Hanning Speke set out to 
discover the source of the Nile. Though the “discovery” and 
naming of Lake Victoria is credited to Speke, this book focuses 
attention on the true leader, the former slave Sidi Mubarak 
Bombay, who received little credit for his work.

Horror: Devil House by John Darnielle. 
Written by the lead singer of the folk band 
The Mountain Goats, this book follows a 
true crime author as he receives the chance 
of a lifetime to move into a house where two 
gruesome murders took place in the 1980s. 
After moving in, his research leads him 
down a twisted rabbit hole of secrets.

Mystery: The It Girl by Ruth Ware. When the convicted 
murderer of a wealthy young ingénue dies in prison, the news 
reaches her group of Oxford University friends, who begin 
having doubts about his guilt. Her best friend digs up details of 
the past and uncovers shocking facts about her friends, family, 
and life that complicate the puzzling events of the murder.

Romance 2022: The Year of Colleen Hoover. Colleen Hoover 
has been a successful published author since 2011, but her 
popularity soared in 2022 because of BookTok. Her work is 
primarily romance, though she delves into other genres as 
well. While most books top the best seller lists in the first few 
months after publication, several of Hoover’s books reached 
Top 10 lists simultaneously this year. Notable books include: It 
Ends with Us, Verity, and Ugly Love.

Sci–Fi: Sea of Tranquility by Emily St. John 
Mandel. In 1912 a young man experiences a 
supernatural event in the Canadian wilder-
ness. Centuries later, a touring author who 
lives on the moon experiences a similar phe-
nomenon while the earth is being ravaged by 
a deadly virus. Even farther into the future, 
a detective investigates incidents that show 
an undue effect throughout time.

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Embrace digital resources
With holiday and weather-related closures in mind, 
OTPL would like to tout our digital resources, which 
are accessible whatever the date or weather. By using 
your library card, streaming and downloadable content 
is available in a variety of formats 24/7. Hoopla offers 
everything from music to comic books. Kanopy is a 
movie buff’s dream, highlighting 30K+ films, including 
festival favorites and documentaries. Using Libby, access 
eBooks, audiobooks, and eMaga-
zines, the latter of which don’t count 
toward the service’s 10-title limit. 
Learn more about OTPL digital 
resources at orionlibrary.org/
downloads.
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Call to Artists
The Orion Township Public Library  

and Orion Art Center  
are pleased to announce

 The Art of Storytelling
To foster a creative community 

partnership through art and literature,  
and to promote OTPL’s Makerspace, 
artists are invited to submit artwork 

inspired by Silvia Moreno–Garcia’s novel 

Mexican Gothic.
Cash prizes for First, Second,  

and Third Place Winners 

Two qualifications to enter:
• All work submitted must be in a medium capable of being displayed in both 

the OTPL lobby and the Orion Art Center gallery

• The finished piece must incorporate at least one 
element created using equipment from the OTPL 
Makerspace

Entry Fee: $30
 One entry per person

Submission deadline: December 29, 2022 at 5 pm
Accepted artists will be notified beginning January 6, 2023

For more information or to apply and submit photos of your work, please visit 
orionartcenter.org. Have questions? Please call Dan Major at 248–693–3001.

Gallery Opening  
& Reception 

Saturday, March 18
at the Orion Art 

Center 
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J U S T  F O R  T E E N S
Teen programming supplies based on a first–come first–serve basis for patrons in attendance.

Teen Tuesday
Tuesdays | 6:30–8 pm | No meeting Dec 13 or Feb 28
Teen Tuesday is a casual hang out for teens who enjoy any-
thing from video games, board and card games, D&D, crafts, 
and more! If you’re looking for something to do with some 
friends, crash with us for a bit. Snacks always provided and 
new faces always welcome!

Winter Workshop Cookie Decorating
Sat, Dec 10 | 11 am
Choose from a variety of toppings to decorate a holiday cookie.

Teen Writers Group
Tue, Dec 13 and Feb 28 | 7–8 pm
Whether you write short stories, poetry, or nonfiction, join the 
Teen Writers Group to implement writing practices to perfect 
your passion and collaborate with other young aspiring writers 
to share ideas and receive feedback from one another.

Glitter Magnet Board
Sat, Jan 28 | 2–3 pm
Grab some friends and join OTPL for a fun afternoon of 
crafting. We are making magnetic boards with magnets to 
showcase your most treasured items!

SAT/ACT Prep Class
Tue, Feb 7 | 6:30–8 pm
Parents and students, get ready for test day! If it's your turn to 
take the SAT or ACT, let OTPL guide you in preparation with 
tips and techniques from Carson Academic Consultants. Karen 
Carson will provide strategies for improving test taking skills 
and reviewing required knowledge. This class is recommended 
for both students and parents to attend. Bring your questions, 
and Karen will provide the answers!

After Hours Glo Bingo
Fri, Feb 17 | 5–8 pm | Register online
Join OTPL after hours for Glo Bingo and other shenanigans. 
Please dress in your best glowing apparel—think bright 
white or neon colors—and you’ll be all set to glow. This is an 
after–hours event requiring registration. Pizza and pop will 
be provided. Please email the teen librarian with any allergies 
related to the pizza at shalsey@orionlibrary.org.

Sign up for Library Programs at  
orionlibrary.org/calendar  

or call 248–693–3000

Middle School Battle of the 
Books 2023 is underway! 

Grab your team and 
sign up with your middle 
school media specialists 
for the best day of book 
trivia with LOCS and 

OTPL on Feb. 10, 2023.

Young Adult ftavorites of 2022
Fantasy: This Woven Kingdom by Tahereh Mafi. Alizeh, 
the heir to an ancient Jinn kingdom, has been posing as a 
servant for years. When the king dies, the crown prince 
Kamran doesn't expect to have any rivals to the throne, 
despite the prophecies he and his father have long ignored. 
But he soon realizes how wrong he was when Alizeh shakes 
up the status quo of not only the kingdom but 
also the world at large.

Romantic Comedy: Sunny G’s Series 
of Rash Decisions by Navdeep Singn 
Dhillon. When Sunny G's brother 
died, he left Sunny a notebook that he's 
now determined to fill will adventures. 
First up, the Sikh teen decides to stop 
wearing his turban and to shave his 
beard. Then he decides to skip his 
fandom party plans in favor of going to 
the prom alone. It's here that he meets Mindii Vang, a girl 
who is ready to make some rash decisions of her own—
including stealing Sunny's notebook and leaving him with 
no choice but to follow her as they embark on an adventure 
they'll never forget.

Realistic Fiction: All My Rage by Sabaa Tahir. Beginning 
with the story of Salahudin's parents' journey from Pakistan 

Many of our programs are sponsored by 
the Friends of the Orion Library
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to the U.S. and continuing into the modern day when 
Salahudin is trying to keep his family's motel afloat, this 
powerful novel tackles everything from systemic racism to 
the fragile bonds of friendship.

Dark Fantasy: Gallant by V.E. Schwab. After spending 
years at the Merilance School for Girls, Olivia Prior is invited 
to return to the gothic manor known as Gallant. Upon her 
arrival, she quickly realizes something isn't quite right at 
home. The sprawling manor sits at the intersection of two 
worlds with the darker world beckoning Olivia. Now she 
must decide whether she should fight against the dark forces 
or give in and join them.

Comedy: I Kissed Shara Wheeler by Casey McQuiston. 
On a furious hunt for answers, Chloe discovers she’s not the 
only one Shara kissed. There’s also Smith, Shara’s longtime 
quarterback sweetheart, and Rory, Shara’s bad boy neighbor 
with a crush. The three have nothing in common except 
Shara and the annoyingly cryptic notes she left behind, but 
together they must untangle Shara’s trail 
of clues and find her.

Historical Fiction: Anatomy by Dana 
Schwartz. Hazel Sinnett is a lady who 
wants to be a surgeon more than she 
wants to marry. Jack Currer is a resur-
rection man who’s just trying to survive 
in a city where it’s too easy to die. 
When the two of them have a chance 

encounter outside the Edinburgh Anatomist’s Society, Hazel 
thinks nothing of it at first. But after she gets kicked out 
of renowned surgeon Dr. Beecham’s lectures for being the 
wrong gender, she realizes that her new acquaintance might 
be more helpful than she first thought.

Mystery/Thriller: The Red Palace by 
June Hur. Korea, 1758. There are few 
options available to illegitimate daugh-
ters in the capital city, but through hard 
work and study, 18–year–old Hyeon has 
earned a position as a palace nurse. But 
Hyeon is suddenly thrust into the dark and 
dangerous world of court politics when 
someone murders four women in a single 
night, and the prime suspect is Hyeon's 
closest friend and mentor.

Graphic Novel: The Girl from the Sea by Molly Knox 
Ostertag. Fifteen–year–old Morgan has a secret: She can't 

wait to escape the perfect little island where she lives. 
Morgan's biggest secret is that she has a lot of secrets, 
including the one about wanting to kiss another girl. 
Then one night, Morgan is saved from drowning by a 
mysterious girl named Keltie. The two become friends 
and suddenly life on the island doesn't seem so stifling 
anymore. But Keltie has some secrets of her own.

Fulfill your Service-Learning hours at OTPL!
Lake Orion is a great community for 
countless reasons, but one of the most 
apparent explanations for its awesome-
ness is the way in which we care for 
one another. That concern is woven 
into the fabric of our town, so much so 
that, to earn a high school diploma, all 
Lake Orion High School students must 

complete a set 
number of ser-

vice-learning 
hours before 
graduation.

Orion 
Township 
Public Library, 
a location 
approved by 
Lake Orion 

Community Schools, has a variety of vol-
unteer opportunities for students at all 
grade levels. OTPL is an excellent spot 
to fulfill your hours, not only because it 
offers a wide array of sanctioned activi-
ties in which help is needed, but because 
its seven-days-a-week schedule allows 
for evening and weekend volunteering. 
Whether helping with perennial events 
such as Winter Workshop, lending 
a hand at family-friendly Saturday 
workshops like Build Your Own Toys 
and Lunar New Year Crafts or assisting 
K-2nd graders gain reading confidence 
as a Book Buddy, the hours spent here 
at OTPL will absolutely teach students 
“how to interact in real life settings 
using the skills and knowledge learned in 
the classroom.”

Our Volunteer Coordinator Lori Morris 
has a magnet in her office that reads, 
“There’s a little bit of magic in every-
thing,” a sentiment which applies so well 
to our LOHS volunteers. Not only do 
they help us make our magic happen, but 
they’re also magic, transitioning “from 
the dependency of childhood to the 
status of independent, caring adult” by 
providing service to others.

To learn more about how Lake Orion 
High School students can fulfill the man-
datory 20 hours of service learning here 
at OTPL,visit orionlibrary.org/volun-
teers. To see what volunteer opportuni-
ties are currently available at OTPL and 
at other approved locations, visit lake-
orionschools.org/high-school-home/
career-center/service-hours.
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Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

Y O U T H  S E R V I C E S
PROGR AMS FOR ALL AGES

If schools are closed due to inclement 
weather, Youth library programs are 

canceled.

Winter Workshop 
Sat, Dec 10 | 11 am
Drop in to our open house to celebrate 
the start of winter! Activities include fun 
photo ops, games, and crafts for all ages. 
Hot chocolate and snacks provided.

Youth and Teen Winter Read 
2023: All the Feels Bingo!
Dec 21–Jan 31 | PreK–12th grade
‘Tis the season for all the feels! Grab 
a blanket, your fluffy socks, and your 
favorite warm drink or snack! Hop into a 
reading nook and sink into a good book. 
Using the Beanstack app, play All the 
Feels Winter Reading Bingo for prizes, 
free books, stickers, and other fun stuff. 
Beanstack is new to OTPL so a new 
account may need to be created.

FAMILY PROGR AMS

WINTER BREAK WEEK
Doug Scheer’s Wacky 
Science Show 
Tues, Dec 27 | 11am 
All Ages
Join professional funny man Doug 
Scheer as he leads the audience 
in zany science experiments and 
hilarious fun!

Formbox Bath Fizzer 
Molds 
Wed, Dec 28 | 2 pm | All Ages 
Register online
Learn how to use our new 
Formbox from the Makerspace to 
create custom molds for home-
made bath fizzers for the whole 
family. 

Crafternoon Fun 
Thu, Dec 29 | 2 pm | All Ages 
Stop by the library for a fun 
crafternoon with projects of all 
varieties.

Beginning Ukulele 
Workshop for 

Families
Sat, Feb 11 | 2 pm 
Ages 8+ 

Register online
Learn to play the 

ukulele with Michigan's 
Ukulele Ambassador, Ben Hassenger! 
The uke is a fun and accessible instru-
ment for kids and adults to play together. 
Bring your own instrument or borrow 
one of Ben’s loaners. Sponsored by Music 
is the Foundation 501(c)(3) in conjunction 
with the Orion Township Public Library.

Cars and Motion—STEAM  
in Action
Sat, Feb 18 | 2 pm | All Ages
Build your own car, race it on the track, 
play driving games, and perform car 
experiments!

BABY,  TODDLER,  AND 
PRESCHOOL PROGR AMS

SENSEsational Storytime
Fridays | Dec 2, Jan 13, Feb 10 
11 am | All ages 
A welcoming, interactive environment 
designed for children with special needs 
and sensory seeking kids.500/1000 Books 

Youth are invited to join our Beanstack 
online reading programs, 1000 Books before 
Kindergarten and 500 Books by 5th year-round: 
a continuously great way to keep track of reading 
all year long! For our early literacy program, 

1000 Books, pre-kindergarten patrons can earn prizes for each 100 books read 
with parents or on their own. For our elementary school program, 500 Books, 
students are invited to pick up prizes for each 50 books completed. These pro-
grams encourage the importance of reading for pleasure alongside reading for 
education. Studies show reading for pleasure has a positive impact on learning, 
including larger vocabulary, self-confidence, comprehension, and deeper under-
standing of the multicultural wide world.

Many of our programs are 
sponsored by the Friends of 

the Orion Library
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Bounce and Boogie 
Saturdays | Dec 3, Jan 7, Feb 4 
11 am | All Ages
Learn physical literacy and fundamental 
motor skills to promote a healthy, active, 
lifestyle with experts and fun activities.

Author & Character 
Storytimes
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays 
Dec 5–14 | Ages 0–5, Limit 20
Two weeks of storytimes from your 
favorite authors and characters!

December 5: Author Karma Wilson

December 6: Sesame Street

December 7: Disney

December 12: Author 
Kevin Henkes 

December 13: Doc 
McStuffins

December 14: Author 
Christian Robinson

Little Lit
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays 
Jan 3–Feb 1 | 10 am, 11 am | Ages 0–5 
Limit 20
Children ages 0–5 and their families are 
invited for stories, songs, and activities 
that promote the five staple early literacy 
practices: reading, writing, singing, 
talking, and playing! Limit 20 children.

Family Place Free Play
Thursdays | Feb 2, 9, 16 | 10 am 
Parents/caregivers with children ages 
0–5

Stretch out and enjoy a 
time of open play with 

our Family Place toys 
in our large meet-
ing room—a great 
chance to meet new 

friends and explore 
gross motor skills. 

5th Grade Battle of the Books 
There is still 

time to form a 
team for Battle of 

the Books! Online 
registrations for individual partici-
pants accepted until Friday, January 
13. Battle of the Books is open to all 
5th graders who reside in the Lake 
Orion area. Register and join us for 
the following events:

Mentors’ Meeting
Mon, Dec 12 | 6:30 pm | Parents
Battle team mentors and all involved 
parents are invited to this informa-
tive session in which librarians will 
present best practices and answer 
questions about this year's 5th Grade 
Battle of the Books. 

Virtual: Halfway Meetup
Thu, Jan 12 | 6:30 pm 
Register online 
Let's meet up and chat about Battle! 
We will play a few book–related 
games with chances to win prizes, go 
over all things Battle, and answer any 
questions during this online Zoom.

Virtual: Final All Team 
Meetup 
Thu, Feb 23 | 6:30 pm 
Register online
Final meetup to answer last minute 
questions before the big battle! All 
participants and parents are encour-
aged to attend virtually. Prizes and 
fun included! 

Battle of the Books
Sat, Feb 25 | 10 am 
Waldon Middle School
Teams of 5th graders converge to 
battle quiz show style at Waldon 
Middle School. Parents, teachers, and 
mentors are invited to watch! 

Victory Party
Wed, Mar 1 | 6:30 pm 
Lake Orion High School Auditorium
All participants, parents, mentors, 
and teachers are invited to celebrate 
a job well done for our 2023 Battle 
of the Books teams. Top teams and 
award winners will be announced, 
along with a visit from a secret Battle 
author.

SCHOOL AGE PROGR AMS 

Doggone Readers 
Mondays | Dec 5, Jan 9, Feb 13 | 6:30 pm 
Grades K–5, Register Online
Visit with Jasper, Henry, Merlen, or Crush to practice 
your reading skills to a silent listener—the dog! Readers 
can collect stamps for a free book. Registration is 

required. 

Build Your Own Toys
Sat, Dec 17 | 2 pm 
Grades K–5
Tired of the same old store–bought toys?  Join us for a chance 
to create your own toy.  You can create an extra for a friend or 
sibling for the holidays. 
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Best of 2022 books 
The OTPL youth team read, research, 
and pour over new books every year, 
committed to curating a collection that 
meets the needs of every resident of our 
community. Look no further to find the 
best of the best of 2022 for kids (so far!)

Ashley: Picture Books

Farmhouse written/ill. by Sophie Blackall

Dress up Day written/ill. By Blanca 
Gomez 

Somewhere in the 
Bayou written/
ill. by Jarrett & 
Jerome Pumphrey 

Every Dog in the 
Neighborhood by 
Philip Stead, ill. by 
Matthew Cordell 

The World Belonged 
to Us by Jacqueline Woodson, ill. by Leo 
Espinosa 

Kerry: Nonfiction Books

A History of Underwear with Professor 
Chicken by Hanna Holt

Yes We Will: Asian Americans Who Shaped 
This Country by Kelly Yang

What is Juneteenth? By Kirsti Jewel

My Life as a Monarch Butterfly by John 
Sazaklis

Our Planet!: There’s No Place Like Earth 
by Stacy McAnulty

James: Board Books

Every Bunny Poops by Christianne 
C. Jones

My Nap = Mi Siesta by Raúl the 
Third

The Story of Juneteenth by Dorena 
Williamson

Noodles, Please! by Cheryl Yau 
Chepusova

1,2,3, Do the Dinosaur by Michelle 
Robinson

Suzanne: Youth Variety 

Youth Nonfiction: Ambushed!: The 
Assassination Plot Against President 
Garfield by Gail Jarrow

Youth Nonfiction: Healing Breath: A 
Guided Meditation Through Nature for 
Kids by William Meyer

Youth Graphic Novel: 
Little Monarchs by 
Jonathan Case

Youth Graphic Novel: 
Realm of the Blue 
Mist by Amy Kim 
Kibuishi

Youth eBook: Iveliz 
Explains It All by Andrea Beatriz Arango

Halli: New Early Reader Series

The Super Adventures of Ollie and Bea by 
Renée Treml

A Really Bird Story by Harriet Ziefert

Cornbread & Poppy by Matthew Cordell

Sprinkles and Swirls by Lola M. Schaefer

Geraldine Pu by Maggie P. Chang

ThinkLink 5
Mondays | 4:30–5:30 pm | Grade 5 
Register online
Just for 5th grade students. Come any-
time between 4:30–5:30 pm and enjoy a 
different activity each month. 

December 19 | Watch your favorite 
holiday show (with snacks!)

January 23 | Battle of the Books team 
practice

February 27 | Jelly Bean Towers

Finger Hats
Sat, Jan 7 | 2 pm | Grades K–5
Cold fingers will be a thing of the past 
once you create your 
own adorable 
finger hats. 

Book Buddies
Thu, Jan 19, Tue, Feb 28 | 6:30 pm 
Register online
Kindergarten through 2nd grade 
students will be paired with a teen 
reading buddy to practice reading aloud, 
help sound out words and assist with 
comprehension through stories, rhymes 
and games. Teen reading buddies are 
supportive, enthusiastic listeners who 
can help your child practice reading here 
at the library.

Lunar New Year Crafts
Sat, Jan 21 | 2 pm | Grades K–5
2023 is the Year of the Rabbit! Discover 
your lunar zodiac animal and celebrate 
Lunar New Year with crafts.

Mardi Gras Celebration
Mon, Feb 20 | 2 pm | Grades K–5
Get ready for Mardi Gras with crafts, 
snacks, and games!

Watercolor Art Fun
Tue, Feb 21 | 2 pm | Grades K–5
Create some watercolor projects worthy 
of a spot on the fridge. 

PARENTS

Preschool 
and Childcare 
Open House
Wed, Feb 8 
5–7 pm | Adults
Local childcare and preschool programs 
will be available to answer questions and 
share resources.
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Check out our Youth area upgrade!
We have an exciting upgrade coming to the Youth 
Department this season: new AWE Learning Stations!

The new models upgrade our current offerings with even 
more fun and games with AWE Platinum. We are very 
enthusiastic that one of the new machines will be a bilin-
gual station, offering all the content in English and Spanish. 
This will provide a much-needed resource for those in our 
community who are learners or speakers of Spanish. 

The new AWE stations will also have gaming and coding 
content for kids up to age 12. This opens the stations up to 
even a wider age range than before, encompassing the full 
range of kids serviced by the Youth Department. A great 
feature of the AWE computers is that they are not con-
nected to the internet. All of the content is housed within 
the machine so there is no chat or other online component 
that needs to be monitored by adults.

Funding for this project is provided in part by the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services through the Library of 
Michigan.

Sign up for Library Programs at orionlibrary.org/calendar or call 248–693–3000

2022 was a year full of families, 
friends, and fun at the Library. 
Whether out in the community 
or here in the library, OTPL 
librarians and staff have worked–
and played–hard to bring our 
patrons the best materials and 
programming available. We 
thank everyone who borrowed 
a book, made a project in our 
Makerspace, attended our 
programs, or visited us anywhere 
we could be found, from 
Children’s Park to the Orion 
Center. We look forward to even 
greater patron experiences in 
2023!
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F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  
O R I O N  T O W N S H I P  L I B R A R Y

248–693–3000 x470 X friends@orionlibrary.org X orionlibrary.org/friends
Book sales and donation protocol at orionlibrary.org/friends. Follow us:  /Friends of Orion Township Library

“Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.” 
—Mister Rogers

Heartfelt Thanks
The Friends of the Orion Township 
Library are very thankful for all the 
volunteers that helped us donate $40,000 
to support the Orion Township Library 
in 2022. Funds are raised through book 
sales, our holiday auction, member-
ship, affinity programs, and donations. 
Since 2011, the Friends have given over 
$330,000 to the library for their needs. 
The library uses these funds to pay for 
programming and activities for all age 
groups. Programs and activities such as 
Battle of the Books, Summer Reading, 
the Maker Space, Teen Tuesday items, 
Make & Takes, Yoga, Special Needs 
Adult Programs (SNAP), Fandom Fest, 
special guest presentations, and more. 
To see a full list of offerings and sign 
up for the wonderful programs funded 
by the Friends, please visit the Orion 
Library events page at orionlibrary.org.

Volunteer Opportunities
The Friends of the Library have been 
extremely fortunate to have had many 
helpers over the last 33 years, several of 
whom have been volunteering for five 
years or more. However, we have reached 
a point where we need to find more 
volunteers to continue providing mon-
etary support for the Orion Township 
Library. We are currently in need of 
adults to assist during our book sales as 
well as with committee work and board 
membership.

The Friends are looking for vol-
unteers to fill recent vacancies on 
the Friends Board. These openings 
include Secretary, Membership Chair, 
Fundraising Chair, and Public Relations 
Chair. All positions are voting mem-
bers of the board. The board meets the 
second Tuesday of every month, except 
July and December, from 6:30 to 8:30 
pm at the Orion Township Library. If 

you would like more information on 
these opportunities, please contact us at 
friends@orionlibrary.org or attend a 
meeting.

Book Sale Needs
Have you ever heard the expression “It 
takes a village”? That’s what organizing 
the Friends Gently Used Book sale three 
times a year resembles. Typically, each 
book sale requires at least 95 volunteers. 
To conduct a book sale, the Friends need 
teen and adult volunteers to help move 
the boxes of categorized books and other 
items from one location of the library 
to another. More volunteers are then 
needed to help organize the sale tables, 
removing packed items from boxes, 
placing these on tables according to cat-
egories. Once the sale starts, volunteers 
count the books patrons are purchasing 
and take payments at the register. In 
addition, helpers are needed to keep the 
books in order during the sale and assist 

$330,000
In grants since 2011 for 
Library programming
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patrons. At the close of the sale, vol-
unteers box up unsold items and move 
them to the back of the library. 

If you would like to be added to our 
volunteer list, please contact the Friends 
at friends@orionlibrary.org or sign up 
to be a Friends member at orionlibrary.
org/friends. 

Three ways to help 
the Friends help the 
library this winter
1. Become a Friends Member
Join the Friends of the Library! Senior 
memberships are $5, individuals $10, and 
families are $20. Stop by the service desk 
at the library or visit our website to join. 

2. Buy more books 
Our winter used book sale is coming in 
January, but books are for sale every day 
in the lobby. Visit us to purchase gently 
used books to cure the winter doldrums 
or for holiday giving.

3. Designate the Friends for 
Amazon Smile & Kroger Rewards
Designate the Friends of the Orion 
Township Library as your designated 
charity for Amazon Smile and Kroger 
Rewards. It’s a great way to 
support the library through 
your everyday shopping! 

About the Friends
The Friends are a 501 (c) 3 non–profit organization that was started in 1985 
“to promote public support of the Orion Township Public Library and the 
library in the community, to promote reading, literacy and lifelong learning, 
and to maintain an association of persons interested in the library.” Friends act 
in cooperation with the library board and staff, serving as a liaison between the 
community and library. All money raised by the Friends, except for minimal 
administrative costs such as postage and printing, is donated directly to the 
library in the way of program funding, material purchases and monetary 
contributions.

Save the Date
April 11: Friends Annual 
Meeting & Elections

May 16–20: Spring Used 
Book Sale

Sep 19–23: Fall Used Book 
Sale

Friends Gently  Friends Gently  
Used Book SaleUsed Book Sale

The Friends Winter Gently Used Book Sale will be held at the library on  
Tuesday, January 17 through Saturday, January 21, 2023.

Tuesday, January 17
10 AM–8:30 PM

Friends of the Library Member Day & Teacher Day
(Membership will be available for purchase at the door)

Open to the Public 4:30–8:30 pm

Wednesday, January 18 & Thursday, January 19
10 AM–8:30 PM
Open to the Public

Friday, January 20
10 AM–4:30 PM

Open to the Public | 1/2 off books day

Saturday, January 21
9:30 AM–1:30 PM

Open to the Public | $5 bag day 
(Fill a bag supplied by the Friends for $5)


